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Introduction
Bon Echo Provincial Park is located between Toronto and Ottawa on Highway 41, 30 km
north of Highway 7. See map, page iv. The focal point of the park is Mazinaw Rock, a 2 km long
granite cliff almost 90 metres high at its highest point. It is the largest cliff in southern Ontario,
and the cliff drops straight into Mazinaw Lake. The lake is about 13 km long, up to 2 km wide
and 120 m deep. It is divided into two halves by a spit of land (“the narrows”), adjacent to the
provincial park campground.
Highway 41 and the park campground are on the west side of the lake, while the cliff is on the
east side. Access to the cliff is not straightforward. The tour boat operated by the Park stops at a
dock south of the cliff, at the start of a park trail to a lookout at the top of Knob Hill. The climbs
from this point north to route 97 can be reached from the talus slope at the water’s edge. Climbs
further north are accessible only by boat. Canoes or small outboards can be rented at several of
the marinas on the lake.
The Provincial Park is popular, and is often full on summer weekends. Campsites can be
reserved by phoning the Park (613-336-2228). On sunny summer weekends the lake is crowded
with boaters (canoes, kayaks, power boats and jet skis).
Climbers staying in a local motel can use a public dock with a small parking lot, located north
of the Park (see map on page vi), convenient for canoeing across to the cliff. Public telephones are
located in the Park and at all the marinas along the lake.
The rock is metamorphosed granite, intruded by many black dykes. The dykes trend diagonally
up and left, and give rise to planes of weakness producing slabs, ramps and cracks. Many routes
follow these lines, upwards and leftwards. The quality of the rock varies from good on the more
popular routes to incredibly bad on some of the less frequented routes. A safe Bon Echo climber
tests every hold before using it.
The rock climbing season runs from early May to late October. Ice climbing is best attempted
in February, when the lake is well frozen.
Mosquitoes are never a major problem on the cliff itself. Blackflies are annoying on some
routes for a short period around the end of May – primarily routes near vegetation, and especially
those near the narrows. Poison ivy is common at the narrows and does grow elsewhere, but is
avoidable when recognized. Climb past the occasional wasp nests with care. Blueberries are
incredibly abundant at the top of the cliff and reach their peak in late July and early August.
Mazinaw is an Algonkian name meaning "painted rock". Scattered along the rock at lake level
are scores of Indian paintings – the largest visible collection in Ontario. They were done in red
ochre pigments and represent men, animals and creatures which cannot be identified. Selwyn
Dewdney discusses them in his “Indian Paintings of the Great Lakes” but comes to no firm
conclusions about their origins, purpose or meaning. Treat these paintings with respect – do not
touch them and especially do not climb over them. Please obey climb closures intended to protect
these paintings.

General History
The following text is based on a Bon Echo Provincial Park pamphlet.
Until the turn of the century, Bon Echo’s story was much like that of other parts of the
Canadian Shield. The Indians came thousands of years ago to hunt and fish. The French explored
1
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the area and the English began to settle it in the 19th century. Then the lumbermen came,
followed by farmers to keep them provisioned. Towards the end of the century, the lumbermen
moved elsewhere, the farms failed and the population decreased.
In 1889, Dr Weston A. Price and his wife, captivated by the beauty of Mazinaw Rock, bought
it and the adjacent lands, and constructed a handsome hotel. They called it “Bon Echo” because
of the acoustical properties of the giant rock towering over Mazinaw Lake. The brochures Price
had printed make it plain that his establishment catered to the prosperous and the highminded:
rates were steep, but healthful walks, wholesome food, and inspiring views of “the Canadian
Gibraltar” could be enjoyed at Bon Echo far from the foul air of urban smokestacks and the evils
of demon rum.

Bon Echo Inn, about 1920

from a "Friends of Bone Eco Park" postcard

After some successful years at the resort, a personal tragedy forced Dr. Price to sell. He found
an enthusiastic buyer in Flora McDonald Denison. Mrs. Denison was no ordinary person. She
operated a successful business in Toronto; she wrote on women and labour for the newspapers
and was a vocal advocate of women’s rights. Together with other feminists, she established the
Canadian Suffrage Association, and campaigned until her death for justice for women. Her
devotion to feminism extended to having the insignia of the movement included in the design of
the hotel china.
Not content with running her business and furthering feminism, Mrs. Denison determined to
transform the Bon Echo resort into a cultural centre. She founded the Walt Whitman Society in
2
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honour of the American poet. Devotees of his work, including Whitman’s literary executor,
Horace Traubel, who died at Bon Echo in 1919, frequently came and lectured; lines from one of
Whitman’s works were incised in letters a foot high on the cliff face opposite the hotel; and a
periodical, “The Sunset of Bon Echo” was launched. Its aims seem to have been the praise of
Walt Whitman and the encouragement of business at the resort; Mrs. Denison was not only an
idealist but a practical woman as well and her magazine reflects both aspects of her personality.
After her death in 1921, her son, Merrill Denison, took over the hotel. Denison was a
successful writer whose work is well known to many Canadians; the hotel, unfortunately, did not
prosper in the ensuing years. The depression limited the number of people who could afford Bon
Echo holidays and the inn closed in 1929. Late in 1936, it was destroyed by fire. In 1959, after
long negotiations, he turned over land on both sides of the Narrows to the Province and Bon
Echo Provincial Park was born.

Climbing History
The history of climbing at Bon Echo is closely intertwined with the history of the Toronto
Section of the Alpine Club of Canada. The Toronto Section was re-established in 1957 (after
operating from 1910 to 1935, it mysteriously disappeared), with Dr. Alan Bruce-Robertson as
chair.
Some time earlier, Kathleen McCormick (later Kay Bruce-Robertson) had been told about
Mazinaw Rock by Col. A. C. Malloch of McGill University. Her suggestion to three friends that
the rock might be climbable led to the first route at Bon Echo being established on Saturday,
September 1st, 1956, by herself, with David Fisher, Marnie Gilmour (later Marnie Fisher) and
Alan Bruce-Robertson. Since Marnie’s birthday was the next day, it was named Birthday Ridge.
On Sunday, the foursome climbed Front of the Pinnacle. After descending Birthday Ridge (and
before swimming back to recover their canoe) they were picked up by a boat sent by Merrill
Denison, and treated to dinner at his cabin. An article in The Tweed News, believed written by
Denison, recorded the event. The four returned the next year with a group of their friends, and
climbed One Pine.
Over the next few years, most of the major easy lines were climbed. Then came the harder
stuff. Two early highlights were John Turner’s excellent pair of routes – Sweet Dreams and The
Joke. The Joke was so named because Turner’s friends “jokingly” suggested he try climbing it.
Turner was resident in Montreal at the time, having emigrated from Britain. He climbed many
hard routes in Quebec, the Adirondacks, New Hampshire and in the Rockies before returning to
Britain. Quoting from Chris Jones’ “Climbing in North America”:
Turner was also first to put in high standard routes at Bon Echo, a 300-foot crag rising
out of Ontario’s Lake Mazinaw. Although most of his routes were completed at the first
attempt, he took four tries to climb the unrelenting line of the Joke (5.9). On the first attempt,
he took a huge fall and ended up suspended 100 feet above the lake with a broken leg. The
second attempt was frustrated when the only available boat sank; on the third he got past the
crux but was so drained by the effort that he rappelled off; on the fourth all went well. On the
last two attempts he placed a single knife blade piton to protect the crux. It popped out when
second Strachan pulled on it. Not only did Turner put up rock climbs as demanding as any in
the country, but he did them with minimal protection, and he did them single handedly. He
3

A Guide to Rock Climbs at Bon Echo
did not operate in the competitive atmosphere of a Tahquitz or an Eldorado Canyon, where
several good climbers advanced the standards together. He operated out of the mainstream
and received almost no recognition beyond his immediate circle.
We've recently discovered that the final pitch of The Joke, as climbed by Turner, is 5.10 or
harder, making his 1961 ascent even more noteworthy.
Climbing activity increased dramatically after the Toronto Section purchased some land and
built a cabin just north of the cliff.
Helmut Microys started his prolific collection of new routes at Bon Echo in 1964, in company
with Michael Rosenberger. Helmut climbed actively at Bon Echo until he moved to Calgary in
1995, and still visits occasionally.
In the late ‘60s and early ‘70s, Eric Marshall accomplished some very difficult free climbs,
including free ascents of Great Leap Forward and L’Idiotie (both 5.10), as well as some desperate
aid climbs – Spiderman being the most impressive.
A new generation of climbers arrived in the late 70s, led by George Manson This group
included Tom Gibson (George’s cousin), Dave Lanman, Rob Rohn and Chris Rogers. They
established the first 5.11 routes on the cliff.
Activity in the late 1980’s slowed down. Dave Lanman freed some of the old aid lines,
Compulsion at 5.10 and Spiderman at 5.12. Spiderman is the only “12” on the cliff and
unfortunately now closed to protect pictographs.
The Chapel Hut, a tool shed, was built by Roger Parsons in 1971 (Why is it called the “Chapel
Hut”? Because it was built by a Parson.). A sauna on the lake shore was built by Rob Large and
Jamie Moffat in 1982. Later, Chris Rogers used the decking from an old dock to construct a
boardwalk from the sauna to the dock. In 2007, the sauna and boardwalk were rebuilt by Larry
Forsyth (with a little help from his friends).
Boats have come and gone – the Section is always saving for the next boat or motor. The
current boat has a motor with an electric starter, a clear sign that today’s climbers are not as
tough as their predecessors, even if they can climb as well.
In the 1990s, new route activity gave way to environmental concerns. A peregrine falcon
nesting program resulted in the closure of some routes at the north end of the cliff for several
years, and this continues year to year during the nesting season when the falcons return.
Biologists dated some of the cedars growing on the cliff and found them to be as much as 900
years old. The native pictographs along the base of the cliff are slowly succumbing to the
elements, and it is very important that human activity does not accelerate their demise.
John Wylie and Dave Myles worked to develop a Memorandum of Understanding with the
Provincial Park, first signed in 1995, “designed to safeguard the cliff resources while permitting
climbing to continue”.
Bon Echo continues to be one of the most beautiful climbers' cliffs in all of North America.

Alpine Club of Canada Contact Information
All members of the Alpine Club of Canada are welcome to stay at the Toronto Section cabin,
located north of the cliff on the east side of the lake (see map, page vi). Call the custodian the
week before if you plan to stay at the cabin.
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The Toronto Section has a web site at http://www.climbers.org/ . There you can find a list of
weekend custodians for the Section cabin.
The cabin has propane lights and stoves, a motorboat, a sauna and good company. Volunteer
custodians look after the cabin and drive the boat each weekend, spring, summer and fall. ACC
climbers are ferried to the cabin from the public dock on Mazinaw Heights Road North, and then
to and from the climbs. This greatly simplifies the logistics of climbing. The cabin has no facilities
for sleeping – you must camp in one of the campsites in the woods around the cabin.
The national club can be reached at: The Alpine Club of Canada, PO Box 8040, Canmore,
AB, T1W 2T8
phone: 403-678-3200
email: info@AlpineClubofCanada.ca
web site: http://www.alpineclubofcanada.ca/
The national club office can provide current information on the Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal
sections.

Restrictions
Our MoU with Bon Echo Provincial Park prohibits new route development and the installation
of bolts, except those placed (or replaced) by the Toronto Section after consultation with the
Park.
Slings must not be put on trees – where an anchor is needed and there is no convenient
crack, a bolt has been placed to make slinging a tree unnecessary.
Rappelling is permitted only in emergencies or at the established rap stations on Thunder
Crack (#11), The Slab (#23), Formication (#62) and Saucer Lucy (#73). Only the Saucer Lucy
station is at the top of the cliff, and for this you need two ropes. The others are at the top of one
pitch climbs.
The rap stations at the top of The Joke and Spiderman are for Toronto Caving Group training.
These require very long ropes – the Spiderman drop is 80 m.
Closed means closed. Don’t even think of climbing it. Occasional route closures will be
posted in the Park and at the ACC cabin.

Protection
Climbers now rarely carry piton hammers at Bon Echo. Pitons were usually left in-situ, either
on the first ascent, or on an early repeat. Treat “found” pitons with extreme suspicion – there is a
large collection of rusty pins on display in the ACC cabin, all removed from the rock by fingers.
Bolts have been placed near trees, to make slinging trees unnecessary, and near former piton
placements, usually where other protection is impractical. Climbers should not depend on finding
a bolt whenever wanted; Bon Echo routes are not sport climbs.
Cams should be used with caution in placements in black friable rock. Accidents have resulted
from Friends pulling out of such placements. This cliff is a good place to follow the old British
advice: “The leader must not fall.”

Accidents and Rescues
If the injured climber is stranded on the cliff, other climbers must be brought in to assist. A
5
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stretcher is kept at the ACC cabin (north of the cliff – see map on page vi).
Somebody must to the Park gatehouse to call for an ambulance and to notify the authorities.
All accidents resulting in injury must be reported to the Park. The ambulance has to come a long
way (Northbrook, at least), so it is best that it starts as soon as possible.
Rely on other park visitors as little as possible. However, it may be useful to request the use
one of their boats to get to the park campground and/or the cabin. The injured climber should be
evacuated via the park campground. The nearest hospital is in Napanee, but people are often
taken to Belleville (a long way in either case).

Notes on the Route Descriptions
The editors of this guidebook have not climbed all of the routes and cannot guarantee
the accuracy of the route descriptions. Each edition of this book contains corrections and
revisions based on input from other climbers – if you find an error please tell us about it.
Some routes are either unrepeated (tagged !!) or have seen very few ascents (!). Descriptions
and grades for these routes are much less trustworthy than those for established routes. A few
minor variations are not indicated on the photos. Some routes are not shown in the photos
because we don’t know exactly where they go.
Many modern guides indicate how well protected a route is. This one does not. Routes which
are undeniably dangerous are described as such (e.g. The Joke, Shrimps).
Routes 47 to 59 are accessible from the bottom of route 60 (one of several named “easy way
down”). Note that the adjective “easy” is relative to your climbing ability - non-climbers or
beginners should be roped and belayed from above. Routes 97 to 119 start from the talus field
above the narrows, with route 97 recommended for descent. Several climbs in the Birthday Ridge
area can be climbed using the Saucer Lucy rap station. A boat is required to get to the starts of all
other climbs.
An indistinct trail along the top of the cliff is used to hike from the tops of climbs to the
various descent routes.
Bon Echo rock is covered with lichen of various colours – all of this is slippery when dry and
treacherously so when wet. An obvious comment is that if you’re trying to climb on rock covered
with large flaky lichen (the stuff you can rub off), you’re probably off route

Abbreviations & Symbols
FA
FF
FRA
FWA
Quality
Notes

First ascent
First free ascent
First recorded ascent (when it was obvious somebody else had
climbed the route before)
First winter ascent
∗
really good
∗∗
even better
∗∗∗
fantastic!
!
very few ascents to date
!!
possibly unrepeated
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1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Atomic Marshmallow 5.6 ∗
Squirrel 5.0 !!
Jerry’s Route 5.0
One Sleeve 5.2
Mediterranean Sundance 5.10 !!
Garden Wall 5.2

These routes are rarely climbed, and as a
consequence are covered in lichen, overgrown
and hard to find. Don’t let the easy grades lure
you into an adventure you don’t want.

closed

Atomic Marshmallow (#1) – Garden Wall (#6)
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1. Atomic Marshmallow 5.6 ∗
Start: at the extreme north end of the cliff, scramble up 33m to a vegetated ramp. The start is
directly below an obvious vertical crack high up on the face. It’s reported to be hard to find –
rockfall may have altered the cliff.
1. 5.6 26m Climb the steep face below an overhang and step left into a short open corner facing
left above, traverse right into another short corner. Climb the corner to a ledge. Go up from
the ledge until directly below the overhangs. Now move left, following the grain of the cliff
until it is possible to step up over a very large bird’s nest and into a prominent corner.
2. 5.6 33m From the belay step down and left around a corner. Go left onto a face, again
following the grain of the rock. When progress appears impossible, step right and up towards
the roofs. The steep face yields with surprising ease. Follow a sloping ledge directly under the
roofs to the top.
1(a). 5.8 37m Start 10m right of the normal start, below a corner. Traverse slightly right, past
an old ring peg, then up a short way and traverse back left into the corner. Follow the corner
up to its end. Traverse left, along a band of black rock to a huge bird’s nest. Step up over it,
and belay in a prominent corner (as for the normal route).
1(b). 5.2 Start at a flat boulder at the water’s edge, 10m left of Jerry’s Route. Scramble up and
right to a tree. Climb straight up from the tree, in a open book for 12m Traverse left to a
stance before difficulties (where pitch 1(a) comes up).
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Gerry Potvin, Aug 24th 1974. This party climbed pitch 1(b) and
the crux section of pitch 1(a) before joining the standard route. This gave a three pitch route:
5.2, 5.8, 5.6. The 5.8 pitch was grossly undergraded by them at 5.6. Pitches 1 and 1(a) were
climbed at a later date by unknown parties.
2. Squirrel 5.0 !!
Climb the rightwards slanting vegetated weakness, to the left of Jerry’s Route until you intersect
Jerry’s Route, which is then followed to the top.
History: FA: David and Joanna Atherton, July 1965.
Note: Hard to find. Think about it – an unrepeated 5.0?
3. Jerry’s Route 5.0
Start: at the bottom of a right-trending ramp filled with trees slightly south of the point where the
cliff reaches down to the lake for the first time.
1. 40m Either climb via the forest or via the outside face to a vegetated recess.
2. 40m Branch left onto a broken ramp to the top.
3. 10m Continue up the ramp to the top.
History: FA: Jerry Prior, 1960.
4. One Sleeve 5.2
Offers a variety of chimneys, but is somewhat vegetated.
Start: The first obvious steep left-trending ramp from the north end of the cliff, 33m to the right
of Jerry’s Route.
1. 18m Up a sloping ramp to a cornerstone belay.
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2. 25m Continue up, then traverse left to a gully (on Jerry’s Route).
3. 30m Scramble up over big blocks in the bed of the gully, to the base of an obvious chimney.
(Jerry’s Route goes left up the ramp at this point.) Climb the chimney (possible belay above).
Continue up and right in the same line.
4. 13m Turn left under the overhangs and up a short lichenous slab; other finishes are possible.
History: FA: David Atherton, Judy Gibb, June 1963.
5. Mediterranean Sundance 5.10 !!
climb closed
Vertical and overhanging face climbing on good rock.
Start: good footholds at water level, 6m left of the start of the Garden Wall ramp.
1. 5.10 18m Make a tricky move a short way above the belay. Traverse left to a short ramp,
which is followed to a cedar. Climb a steep obtuse corner above the tree until just before it
runs into the ramp on the right. Step left to a small belay ledge.
2. 5.10 25m Climb the steep face directly above the ledge (pin to the left), to a diagonal crack.
Follow the crack to its end, then climb the prow of the buttress straight up to the Garden Wall
ramp. Climb the ramp for 6m, then move right and up to a belay.
3. 45m Easy and unpleasant. Follow a diagonal crack, parallel to the Garden Wall ramp, up to
the top.
History: FA: Rob Rohn, Tom Gibson, Sept 1980.
6. Garden Wall 5.2
A pleasant start, but unattractive higher up.
Start: the second large left-trending ramp from the north end of the cliff, 33m to the right of One
Sleeve.
1. 35m Climb the ramp to a small pinnacle at 18m Step left and go up past shrubbery. Belay
atop the shrubbery on a narrow earthy ledge.
2. 27m Follow the ramp to its top and belay at some broken rocks. Poorly protected.
3. 35m Continue upwards. A piton high up on the right wall at 27m marks the start of the
alternative exit, which goes straight up. The normal route continues to follow the diagonal line,
round a corner and over an overhang capped by a large cedar. The climb proper finishes about
5m higher. Scrambling remains.
History: FA: Bob Adams, David Atherton, Quentin Shepley, July 1963.
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5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Mediterranean Sundance 5.10 !! closed
Garden Wall 5.2
Saturday Night & Sunday Morning 5.6
Dead Flowers 5.10 !!
Tumbling Dice 5.10 !

10. Crazy Paving 5.4
11. Thunder Crack 5.9 ∗
and Lightning 5.10
12. The Last Shall Be First 5.10
Saturday Night and Sunday Morning (#7) – The Last Shall be
First (#12)
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7. Saturday Night and Sunday Morning 5.6
Start: as for Garden Wall.
1. 35m As for Garden Wall.
2. 5.6 20m Step right onto the face and go up to below a very prominent steep wall.
3. 20m Traverse right under the wall and go up the left side of a large pinnacle. Belay on the
opposite side.
4. 25m Crazy Paving is just to the right. Follow it to the top or take one of several other possible
finishes. Loose rock in places.
2(a). After the first pitch, continue up the ramp for about 6m to an obvious break on the right (a
dihedral). Go over an overhang onto smooth rock. Traverse right delicately and step down to
the normal traverse.
3(a). 5m above the 3rd belay, layback up the slab on the left, past a big flake, move onto the face
and go left to a tree, then straight up to the top.
History: FA: Bob Adams, Ken Davis, Jim White, 1963.
Pitch 2(a) climbed by Judy Cook and Werner Heiss on June 7th, 1969.
Pitch 3(a) climbed by Nick Pawley and friends in May 1971.
8. Dead Flowers 5.10 !!
Start: immediately right of Saturday Night and Sunday Morning.
1. 5.10 Climb up easily to the base of a shallow dihedral. Climb the dihedral to a belay ledge.
2. 5.10 Follow Tumbling Dice to the rappel anchor.
History: The second pitch was climbed before the first pitch. The first pitch was added later by
Kevin Lawlor.
9. Tumbling Dice 5.10 !
Start: 10m to the right of Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, belay at two bolts (2004) at water level.
1. 5.10 Climb the face to an old bolt on the left, then follow the underclings out right until the
top of the corner. Make a long undercling reach to a mantle and belay (old bolt). Proceeding
without a belay puts the leader in danger of a wet fall.
2. 5.10 Follow the obvious rising traverse left to the base of a large, clean obtuse corner. Climb
past an old bolt and continue up to the top of the corner to an aging rappel anchor. The exit
onto the Crazy Paving slab is barred by a large loose block.
History: FA: Dave Lanman, Lutz Rauhe, 1979.
FFA: (pitch 1) Dave Lanman, July 1982.
FFA: (pitch 2) Kevin Lawlor, Dave Lanman, Rick Susgin, July 1984.
10. Crazy Paving 5.4
The route follows a narrow rather lichenous looking ramp running the full height of the cliff.
Start: 30m right of Garden Wall, at the bottom of the obvious ramp.
1. 33m Climb the ramp, first in the middle and then on the left side to a ledge with a cedar tree.
2. 15m Continue past a big cedar at 8m to another ledge with a cedar.
3. 33m The ramp becomes narrower and looser. Follow it to the top.
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History: FA: Michael Rosenberger, Helmut Microys, July 1964.
11. Thunder Crack 5.9 ∗ and Lightning 5.10
A great first pitch to play on if you have a boat to belay from.
1. Climb the obvious zig-zag finger crack in the pinnacle immediately right of Crazy Paving.
2. A second pitch (Lightning 5.10) can be had above this involving face climbing up to a bolt. At
present it ends in the middle of nowhere.
History: FA: with aid, by George Manson and friends in Feb 1976.
12. The Last Shall Be First 5.10
Start: As for Thunder Crack.
1. 5.9 Climb Thunder Crack.
2. 5.7 25m Follow a left-sloping ramp until it peters out. Go straight up over the overhangs to a
ledge.
3. 5.8 23m Step right and swing up on a steep wall. Bear right at first and then left until a good
belay ledge is reached.
4. 5.10 11m Angle up a left-leaning crack, with difficulty (6m), until it is possible to traverse
delicately 5m to a belay.
5. 5.7 33m Angle up left to a loose ledge, leading to a walk off.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Helmut Microys, Aug 18th 1974
FFA: John Owen, Kevin Lawlor, Dave Franklin, Joe Prokopiak Aug 28th 1983
The final section of the original last pitch fell into the lake sometime in the late 70s. The first
pitch was rerouted in 2003 to avoid an Indian pictograph.
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13. Compulsion 5.10+ ∗∗∗
A superb climb, very direct, on mostly excellent rock.
Start: 26m to the right of Crazy Paving on a broad vegetated ledge about 3m above the lake. A
narrow ramp leads up to the left.
1. 5.10 26m Follow the narrow ramp and then climb the face to a ledge with a small cedar tree.
(Alternatively climb a wider easier ramp further right, to the same ledge.) Step into another
ramp which is followed to its end under an overhang. Climb the face to the right and go up
under another overhang. Climb the overhang to gain an excellent belay ledge with a cedar tree
and two belay bolts (2002).
2. 5.10 23m Go up and right past a bolt (replaced 2002) to gain a large exfoliating flake. Move
right slightly, then go straight up past a bolt (replaced 2002) and pitons to a spectacular
hanging belay at two bolts (replaced 2002). Many climbers prefer to combine pitches 2 and 3.
3. 5.9 23m Climb up and right over a small overhang, on excellent holds. Traverse right, then
go up through a notch to easy ground, leading to a two-bolt belay (2002) next to an old tree.
4. 5.10+ 20m Go straight up the headwall via an obvious crack; exit up and right to avoid
juniper bushes. (Alternatively, escape up an easy ramp on the left.)
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Eric Marshall, Werner Heiss, Sept 1969.
FFA (pitches 1, 2 and 3): Dave Lanman, Reg Smart, Adam Gibbs, July 1982.
(pitch 4): Steve Adcock, John Cotter, Joe Prokopiak, Aug 1985.
FWA: Dave Franklin and Adam Gibbs, with aid, Feb 5-6 1983.
14. Fanny Hill 5.5 ∗
Start: 33m right of Compulsion at the south end of a ledge system about 3m above lake level,
45m left of the Sweet Dreams ramp. Alternatively, start several metres to the north, near the
start of Compulsion, and traverse easily right along a ledge system to join the original route.
1. 35m Move left and up onto large blocks (some loose). Go up 3m to a large ledge. Traverse
6m right on good holds. Climb up a flake and follow a "groovy crack" for 18m to a large
stance.
2. 18m Climb the steep wall on the left. Ascend to the right, over a series of platforms to an
obvious ramp running from right to left.
3. 30m Go easily up the ramp to an airy exit. Belay at two bolts (2004) at the top of the ramp.
4. 15m Either exit leftwards up the gulley through trees and shrubbery, or climb a somewhat
loose overhang on the right, passing at least one large unstable block before topping out.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Michael Rosenberger, July 1964.
15. Suzy Wong 5.7
A variation start to Fanny Hill.
Start: 15m to the right of the normal start, at an obvious ramp. Belay from the boat.
1. 40m Climb the pleasant thin slab, until you join the normal route at the first belay.
History: FA: Bob Adams, Arthur Large, Aug. 30th 1964.
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16. Perversion 5.9 ∗∗∗
A superb, sustained route.
Start: at the second obvious ramp 30m north of the Sweet Dreams ramp. Same start as Suzy
Wong. Belay from the boat.
1. 5.7 30m Climb a pleasant thin slab to a large flake. Go up to the base of an open book.
2. 5.9 30m Climb up the open book, then left along a line of cracks (line of upper ramp of Fanny
Hill) to a tree belay. Many loose blocks on the ramp.
3. 10m Traverse right easily to the base of a second open book.
4. 5.9 40m Climb the open book to a ledge (optional belay stance). Climb up to gain a leftsloping crack (crux) which is followed to the top.
History: FA: by Helmut Microys, Imre Michalik in Sept 1969, with some aid. Eric Marshall
and Doug Cox reduced the aid to one short section on the final pitch on Aug 25th 1974. The
whole route went free to Greg Cameron and George Manson in Oct 1978.
17. Enovid 5.9+
Start: at a cave at the first ramp north of the Sweet Dreams ramp, directly below the Sweet
Dreams final pitch.
1. 25m From the cave, climb up a narrow ramp. Near its end, climb the wall above on poor rock
to a ledge.
2. 25m Climb the wall to a narrow ledge below some overhangs. Follow the ledge to its right
end at an overhang. Make a big step around it and climb the wall above to a large platform
3. 20m, 5.9+ Follow Sweet Dreams to the top.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Michael Rosenberger, July 1964.
18. Nilevan 5.8 A3 !
Start: as for Enovid.
1. 45m Nail the right wall of the cave to a pinnacle on the right. Continue straight up to the end
of the Sweet Dreams traverse. Follow Sweet Dreams to the large platform
2. 20m Follow Sweet Dreams to the top.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Dave Sellers, Kirk MacGregor, Sept 26 1970.
Another aid pitch was climbed hereabouts by George Manson and Chris Rogers in Feb. 1976.
An alternative start, 5m right of the cave, was closed to protect an Indian pictograph.
19. Great Leap Forward 5.10
Start: at the left-hand edge of the first big ramp at the north end of the cliff. This is the same start
as Sweet Dreams.
1. 37m Climb the pleasant arête at the edge of the ramp until the ramp fades away. Belay as for
Sweet Dreams.
2. 37m Go straight up an open book above the belay (very difficult) to another ramp. Follow the
ramp to the top.
History: FA: Roy Preshaw, Maurice de St. Jorre, Nov 12th 1972.
FFA: Eric Marshall, Doug Cox, Aug 23rd 1974.
15

A Guide to Rock Climbs at Bon Echo
20. Sweet Dreams 5.9 ∗∗∗
For many years “the climb” to do, it remains very popular.
Start: at the first very large ramp at the north end of the cliff.
1. 40m From the middle of the slab, scramble towards its right edge. Climb the right side of the
ramp to a belay at its end.
2. 18m Climb leftwards around the end of the ramp and make a breathtaking swing down to
good footholds on the face. A spectacular traverse of 4m leads to a small inside corner facing
right. Climb it to a large platform.
3. 20m From the right end of the platform, climb strenuously up the overhanging crack past the
crux (the old piton was replaced with a bolt in 2001) to a sloping ledge, then move up and
slightly left to a tree. Follow the obvious crack rightwards to a small juniper bush (optional
belay using gear), then head up on good holds to the top.
History: FA: John Turner, 1960.
In 1998, a flake at the start of the third pitch came loose (narrowly missing the park tour boat).
This makes the crux moves more difficult, and the grade was revised upwards from 5.8 to 5.9,
with some opinion holding that 5.10a is more realistic.
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21. Little Flo 5.7
Start: as for Sweet Dreams.
1. 20m As for Sweet Dreams, to the right edge of the slab.
2. 42m From the belay, step up on the right face and traverse the obvious line to the right for 6m
to a ramp. Follow the ramp up to an overhang. Climb over it, avoiding loose cokey rock, and
traverse left to a slim birch. Continue up to a big cedar tree.
3. 10m Climb easily to the top.
History: . FA: Helmut Microys, Werner Heiss, Oct 1972.
22. Ciao 5.5
A more logical, but less attractive start to Little Flo.
Start: at an obvious narrow ramp between the Sweet Dreams ramp and The Slab.
1. Follow the ramp up until it joins Little Flo. Can you climb 5.7?
History: FA: Larry Mix, Petr Varmuza, Aug 4th 1975.
23. The Slab 5.4
The first pitch provides enjoyable climbing on small holds. The remainder of the climb is
disappointing so it is common practice to rappel after the first pitch.
Start: at the second very large ramp at the north end of the cliff, 30m right of the Sweet Dreams
ramp.
1. 35m Climb the smooth slab to a bolt, traverse left to the edge of the slab and climb to the
horizontal cedar. This tree is very old and sensitive. Avoid touching it as much as possible.
Bolts provide belay and rappel anchors.
2. 35m A variety of routes near the outside of the slab can be followed to twin oaks and a
stance.
3. 18m Continue to the top, taking care with loose rock. Alternatively traverse left and down to
a lower and equally loose ramp, which is followed to the top.
1(a). Climb straight up past the bolt if you want a bit more difficulty. There are, of course, no
cracks for your nuts or cams, so don't fall.
2(a). 25m Traverse 6m right to a tree and climb up the centre of the slab for 18m to a large tree.
3(a). 35m From the large tree, follow the slab to the top.
History: FA: Bob Shaylor, Jim White, 1961.
FA pitch 2(a) and 3(a): Dave Read, Rod Sykes, Frank Bartlet, July 1970.
24. Slabadob 5.3 !
If you didn’t rappel back to the lake after the first pitch of The Slab, you may as well finish up
on this route.
Start: from the top of pitch 3 of The Slab, descend the gully at the right edge to the foot of an
obvious ramp running rightwards up the main crag, right of the gully.
1. 20m Gain the slab (loose) and climb it, traversing right (big loose flakes) to a tree on a ledge
on the right.
2. 10m Climb the wall above the tree to the top.
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History: FA: Cliff Syroid and Bert Jenkins, June 20th, 1987.
25. Dead End Ramp 5.? !!
Start: a few meters north of the Top Secret start.
1. Follow the ramp leading left from the Top Secret start up to a corner (15m, 5.6); in-situ pin
here. Move left past the corner, using an obvious undercling. Attempt to mount the sloping
ledge (bolt in-situ). Face climbing for 15m up to a juniper bush. Exit left along ledge and
descend to The Slab ramp.
History: Not yet completed to the top of the cliff, though attempted by various people since
the mid-60s. Helmut Microys and Bill Snider placed two bolts on the route in the early ‘70s.
Sean Lewis also attempted the route in the late ‘70s. Note that all the pins and bolts are more
than 35 years old.
26. Top Secret 5.7 ∗∗∗
For 44 years, this was a very pleasant and enjoyable 5.3 climb, the only one at this grade not
confined to a single ramp.
Start: on top of the tree covered buttress, 10m to the right of The Slab, 25m above the lake.
Scramble up the buttress on the left (north) side – the right side is still loose.
1. 27m, 5.7 Climb up and right past a bolt (there used to be a tree here) and onto a blocky ledge,
then straight up (crux) past a bolt (2009). Now go up leftwards onto a narrow ramp. Follow
this (up and left) to a ledge below a white quartzite patch.
2. 18m, 5.3 Step up and right across a left-facing open book, then around a nose (psychological crux). Traverse right to a
ramp, turn left and go up the ramp to a stance just past a large tree. Take care not to dislodge loose rocks
on the ramp.
3. 20m, 5.3 Continue up the ramp to the next tree, passing the first obvious break on the right.
Turn right and climb the face up and right to the top. You can chicken out by finishing up the
ramp but you miss the best part of the climb.
History: FA: David Atherton and Jim White, June 1964. In early 2008, the “somewhat loose
blocks” on the first pitch all fell off, increasing the difficulty significantly. First repeat after the
rockfall by Larry Forsyth, Rob Le Blanc and Helmut Microys, October 18, 2008 (docking-out
weekend).
27. Wendy 5.7
Start: from the second belay station of Top Secret
3. 22m Climb the slightly overhanging wall, protecting where possible. Continue up past a small
tree until forced right by overhangs. Keep ascending below the overhangs (loose block!) until a
hard move brings one to a tree. From the tree move left awkwardly and climb the ramp to the
top. Please don’t sling the trees.
History: FA: Richard Dorling, Tom Lynch and Tim Mepham, June 13th 1965.
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28. Persuasion 5.6
A traverse connecting Top Secret and Ottawa Route.
Start: at the first belay station of Top Secret.
2. 8m Traverse right, as for Top Secret, to a ramp. (Top Secret climbs up this ramp.)
3. 25m Traverse right for another 6m to a ramp sloping down. Step down the ramp until a
slightly rising traverse can be reached on a short steep face. Descend over loose rock and
continue to a large open book facing left, capped by overhangs.
or 3(a). Traverse right for another 6m to a ramp sloping down. Step up onto a ledge and traverse
right to its end. With courage, climb down 3m and traverse right to a large open book facing
left capped by overhangs.
4. 20m Traverse right under the overhangs to the edge of an open book. Step up enjoyably on a
steep face to a ledge under an overhang. Step right up to a comfortable belay in a corner. The
35m ramp of Ottawa Route terminates here.
or 4(a). Instead of traversing right, climb straight up in an open book over suspect-looking
blocks. Then up and right to a comfortable belay in a corner.
5. Follow Ottawa Route to the top.
History: FA: David Atherton and Jim White, 1964
FA pitches 3(a) and 4(a): Helmut Microys and Cathy Stalder, 1978.
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29. Ottawa Route 5.8 ∗∗
Start: at the base of a broken up ramp about 100m right of The Slab.
1. Scramble up the ramp, following the easiest line, until it begins to fade out. Step down left.
Possible belay, or else continue up easily to below an obvious smooth ramp, with a tree
halfway up it.
2. Climb up the ramp to its top, then move left onto a face. Up the face, exit right at a small
overhang (crux), and traverse right to a tree.
3. 35m Climb the ramp up left to its end.
4. 20m Traverse right across a slab to a tree at the foot of another ramp. Belay here to avoid
rope drag.
5. 20m Climb the ramp to its end and follow a right-facing corner onto a large ledge. Exit over a
short face to the top.
History: FA: Sepp Weber, Adolf Bauer, 1960. Rockfall in the winter of 1972 considerably altered the second pitch,
making it harder but more enjoyable and safer. The route was not climbed after the rockfall until May 1975, by Helmut
Microys and friends. On the Labour Day weekend in 1995, Matthew Czerny drowned after falling from the second pitch.
Grading changed from 5.7 to 5.8 in 2000.

30. Jolly Folly 5.8
A variation finish to Ottawa Route.
4(a). From the end of the 35m ramp, step down 2m into a comfortable corner. Climb up left
following the natural slope of the rock on a steep face about 15m to a large tree.
5(a). Climb through the notch above to a long narrow ledge. Go to the right end of this ledge
(piton), and climb the overhanging face (crux). Follow a crack to the top.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Michael Rosenberger, 1964.
Revised description by Cliff Glover, 2000.

31. Mother Fletcher’s Overhang 5.9
Start: as for Ottawa Route. Note that rockfall has made this route unsafe and more difficult. The
description below predates this rockfall.
1. 15m Scramble up a broken ramp to a broken corner facing left.
2. 5.9 30m Climb the corner to its top, then go up a wall trending slightly right to a band of
black rock. Follow this diagonally leftwards for 6m, then step down to a narrow belay ledge.
3. 5.8 30m Move right, then go up through the overhangs. Climb the face above, trending right
until you intersect the ramp of Weirdo, 6m below a small cedar. Follow Weirdo to the tree.
4. 5.4 20m Climb the ramp to the next tree (pitch 3 of Weirdo).
5. 5.8 20m From the tree traverse right to another tree. Climb up past this to yet another tree.
Climb directly up behind the tree to an overhanging finish.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Nick Pawley, Sept 1971.
32. Weirdo 5.8 !
A long climb with a good line, but marred by bad rock.
Start: an obvious shallow ramp crossing the face 50m right of Ottawa Route, 10m left of The
Joke.
1. 5.6 25m Up the ramp (bad rock, poor protection) to a good belay at a large flake, below a
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prominent bulge.
2. 5.8 48m (This pitch length is not a misprint!) Surmount the bulge (crux) and continue up in
the same line past a small tree to another tree. Bad rock, poorly protected.
3. 5.4 20m Easily up to another tree.
4. 5.7 30m Continue up in the same line to the top.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, David Wotherspoon, 1974.
33. Club Disciplinarian 5.10 !!
1. Follows a large open book 15m long, above and 10m to the left of the top of The Joke ramp.
Take small wires.
History: FA: Dave and Reg Smart June 21st 1980. They abseiled to the base of the corner
from the top of the cliff, and then climbed back up. It may be possible to traverse to the base of
the corner from the third belay on The Joke.
34. The Joke 5.9 ∗∗∗
A superb route, popular in the 70s and 80s after achieving notoriety in Chris Jones' book.
Although rarely climbed in recent years, the ageing fixed protection (one bolt and many pitons)
was replaced in 2007 and much of the poison ivy was removed. The third pitch remains
difficult to protect and hence remains serious. The use of two ropes is recommended - and
don’t fall!
Start: At a 3m high pinnacle below a small tree, directly below a steep prominent ramp which
stops about 23m above the lake. 60m right of Ottawa Route.
1. 5.9 40m Climb straight up for 3m to a tree (clip the bolt, not the tree), then traverse left 2m
to a grassy ledge. Climb upwards and rightwards to an overhang, almost level with the bottom
of the big ramp. Step left past a loose block, and up into a sentry box. Continue left to the base
of the ramp. Move left and up the ramp (protect with very small pieces) to a bolted belay on a
small ledge on the ramp’s outer edge.
2. 5.6 30m Follow the outside edge of the ramp. Belay at two bolts on top of some suspect
rocks at the edge of the ramp. Beware of poison ivy on this pitch!
3. 5.9 35m Climb the inside edge of the ramp for about 6m until it is possible to traverse to the
outside edge of the ramp. Climb up until the inside corner is reached again just above the
orange lichen. Follow the corner to the end of the ramp, then up a short vertical wall to a large
ledge (two belay bolts).
4. 5.7 15m From the middle of the ledge, follow a left-leaning crack to the base of a rightleaning ramp. Follow the ramp for 3m to an obvious exit up left to the top.
History: FA: John Turner, Dick Strachan, 1961 (after several attempts and falls). The Joke
was first repeated in June 1966, by Helmut Microys and Urs Kallen, using pitch 4. For
Turner's last pitch, see below.
34a The Last Laugh 5.10+ !
The original last pitch of The Joke. During 2007, when Kit Moore and Ray Rutitis were
preparing to replace old fixed protection on The Joke, Moore contacted John Turner to discuss
the planned work. During those discussions, Turner asked why pitch 4 (on which he had his
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spectacular fall in 1960) was rated only 5.7 when he remembered it as being much harder. He
explained that he had moved up and off the ramp earlier - at a large cedar tree above the
orange lichen. After some exploration, Moore and Rutitis found Turner's original last pitch,
complete with several old pitons. When Turner examined the photographs, he confirmed that
this line was indeed the pitch on which he had fallen, and asked that this be named “The Last
Laugh”. Several old pitons were replaced with a single bolt in 2008, and bolts were also placed
by trees.
35. Punchline 5.10
1 & 2. Follow The Joke.
3. 20m From the bolt belay, follow the inside corner until the ramp steepens at the orange lichen.
Traverse right to an inside corner facing right. Climb a short distance to a large overhang with
a wide crack. Traverse left around a corner and up until it is possible to traverse left to a large
cedar.
4. 25m Climb 6m above the cedar and then traverse right to another cedar. Move up towards the
right to an overhang and go over it to the top.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Michael Rosenberger, with some aid, in June 1964. George
Manson seconded the route without aid in May 1977; the scene of a big fall by Mike Tschipper
whilst trying to lead it in October 1977. It was finally led without aid by Chas Yonge and Dave
Prentice in August 1981.
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36. Horror Show For Idiots 5.10 !!
Climbed by mistake. The climbers were trying to repeat Queer Duck.
Start: as for Queer Duck.
1. 5.10 45m Follow the first pitch of Queer Duck.
2. 5.8 35m Follow the second pitch of Queer Duck for 15m Instead of making the long traverse
right, carry on straight up until overhanging blocks give way to a huge flake on the right. Belay
at the base of this.
3. 5.9 20m Layback the flake (very exposed) and then traverse right delicately to a bottomless
groove (loose). Go up this to a spike, then right to a belay under overhangs.
4. 5.8 40m Follow overhangs trending left until weakness (5m) allows jamming on huge blocks.
Finish spectacularly up an arête. Scrambling remains.
History: FA: Chas Yonge, Dave Prentice, Aug 1981.
37. Queer Duck 5.10 ∗∗ !
Anybody repeating this route cannot fail to be impressed by Eric Marshall’s first ascent, roped
solo. An excellent, scary climb.
Start: to the right of The Joke, at the foot of a steep corner.
1. 5.10 40m Climb the corner and move right to a small tree. Go diagonally left up a steep ramp
and crack, until very close to the first pitch of The Joke. Make a long step right onto a wall
and go straight up to a tree and a belay ledge (loose blocks). A superb pitch on good rock at
the crux.
2. 5.8 40m Move up and slightly right from the belay, then left up a short steep ramp to its end,
and then straight up a steep juggy wall of strange rock. When the wall starts to overhang, step
left and go up again, past huge flakes. When the angle eases off, stand on top of a huge flake
and traverse right, deviously, using underclings and layaways. Belay in an overhung niche with
a small cedar tree.
3. 5.8 30m Move left and up past a ludicrous bong. Pull round a small overhang. Traverse right,
then up over big blocks to a short ramp. Swing round to the right of the ramp, using a good
jug, then up to the base of a crack line. Swing right to a bushy ledge.
4. 5.7 30m Go up, then right on big ledges to join M F. Finish up this (or if so inclined traverse
back left and up over mounds of lichen).
History: FA: Eric Marshall (roped solo), May 20th 1973.
The first pitch was vastly undergraded on the first ascent (5.7!). Helmut Microys repeated the
route shortly afterwards, and avoided the hard part of the first pitch by climbing to the left of
the diagonal crack (thus disappointing Eric Marshall, who was seconding him). The route then
waited for many years before the third ascent. An enormously cryptic route description in the
previous guidebooks contributed to the lack of ascents.
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38. Prisoners Of Mother England 5.9 !!
This is a very good, sustained route, with not quite enough protection.
Start: as for Queer Duck, in a right-leaning, right-facing corner 10m right of The Joke (large
boulder).
1. 5.8 Follow the line of the corner up past an old pin and keep going up and right until just
below a steep 4m corner. Belay here hanging off friends, or move left around the corner to
belay on a ledge, or keep going.
2. 5.8 Climb straight up the corner and traverse rightwards from the top of the corner for about
10m to the base of a steep corner with pink granite and a bolt about halfway up the corner.
3. 5.9 Climb up to the bolt, move slightly left, then up and right to a niche with flaky black rock
and a fixed pin. Either climb the overhang straight over to a bolt (left) or move right a bit and
climb a smaller overhang. Climb up to a grassy ledge with a good belay.
4. 5.7 Climb up right to connect with M F. Either move right to One Pine, or follow M F. to the
top.
History: FA: Ian McKay, Ian McKindy, July 6th 1985.
39. M.F. 5.9 ∗∗∗
“Mike’s Farewell”, the last new route that year by a very productive team
Start: at a prominent tree filled ramp leading right, about 20m right of The Joke.
1. 30m Warm up on the ramp and small overhangs to a ledge among some cedars. A prominent
sloping overhang is directly above.
2. 5.9 40m Climb the wall and an open book to the start of the prominent overhang. Follow
(very sustained climbing) always directly under the roof up to the left. At the top overhang,
swing left around the corner onto a face. Climb the face and move right to a sloping belay
ledge.
3. 5.8 30m Step up right along the ledge, then traverse left (protection difficult) until under a
left-leaning corner with a broken left wall and a smooth right wall. Ascend the corner to a
niche below a prominent short corner crack.
4. 5.7 25m Ascend the short crack, and move left into a short open book. Finish the climb on
this beautiful, well protected Bon Echo corner to its top.
History: FA: Michael Rosenberger, Helmut Microys, Aug 1964.
FFA: Helmut Microys, Eric Marshall, April 1968.
40. One Pine 5.3 ∗∗∗
A splendid route for beginners.
Start: about 120m north of the easy way down, at the bottom of a major ramp. The climb
generally stays near the outside edge of the ramp.
1. 10m Scramble up to a rock spike on the left-hand edge of the slab.
2. 40m Climbing near or on the outside edge, move up to a wide ledge with a good belay. With a
55m rope, pitches 1 & 2 (and 3 & 4) can be combined.
3. 28m Go more or less straight up.
4. 25m Climb up 3m and move right across a slab to an obvious crack. Climb up the crack to the
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pine tree, which turns out to be a cedar (very old – don’t touch). Variations are possible.
5. 15m Scramble to the top. Belay using bolt (2001) plus gear.
4(a). 5.5 From the end of the third pitch, there appears to be a good crack going diagonally up
to the left. It leads out onto the face. Follow the crack up past one cedar to a second one.
Climb back up and right to get onto the ramp near the end of the last pitch of the regular route.
This variation has been climbed accidentally many times over the years.
History: FA: David Fisher, Marnie Gilmour, Alan Bruce-Robertson, Kay McCormick, George
and Mary Clarke and Sarka Spinkova, October 1957. Even though this is a heavily travelled
route, rockfall occurs. A party narrowly escaped injury in 1996, on the first pitch.
41. The Rolling Stones 5.8 A1 !!
Very rarely climbed. Pitches 4 and 5 may be unrepeated. An obvious candidate for free
climbing. The bolts on pitch 4 should be treated with great suspicion.
Start: at the base of the triangular face between One Pine and The Brass Monkey.
1. 25m Almost from water level, follow jam cracks to an overhanging dihedral.
2. 15m Climb the overhanging dihedral with some aid (pitons not necessary).
3. 8m Follow jam cracks to a large ledge.
4. 40m Traverse left for 10m until below a small cedar. Climb the overhang with aid into a ramp
and follow the ramp past a protection bolt to a bolt belay.
5. 30m Up the face for 6m, then follow the obvious line up left. Avoid the last jam crack by
going right to the top for the last 5m
History: FA: Urs Kallen, Helmut Microys, June 1966.
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40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.

One Pine 5.3 ∗∗∗
The Rolling Stones 5.8 A1 !!
The Brass Monkey 5.7 closed
Monkeyshines 5.6 closed
Calamity 5.5
Brian's Variation 5.6
Bit of Bother 5.10

47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.

Yellow Fever 5.7
Red Groove 5.1 ∗
Redder Groove 5.7
Carver's Variation 5.4
Yonge Street 5.11 ∗∗
Paradise Lost 5.5 ∗∗
The Gully Joke closed

The Brass Monkey (#42) – The Gully Joke (#53)
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42. The Brass Monkey 5.7
climb closed
Start: 30m south of One Pine in the centre of the pinnacle shaped buttress.
1. 30m Climb directly up the centre line of the pinnacle and belay above some large detachedlooking blocks.
2. 8m Climb above the belay and up a fault leading left to a tree-filled gully.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Richard Dorling, Feb 26th 1966.
43. Monkeyshines 5.6
climb closed
Start: 5m right of The Brass Monkey. Belay from the boat.
1. Climb up to the right centre of a ledge with a cedar on it. Gain it by stepping right. Traverse
up and right 3m and then go up 3m in an open book. Climb up 12m and exit left up a ramp to a
cedar tree at the top of The Brass Monkey.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Dave Wotherspoon, May 1969.
44. Calamity. 5.5
Start: about 80m north of the Easy Way Down. The route follows a diagonal line on the front
and north end of the Red Groove pinnacle. Begin from a pine tree about 5m above the water.
1. 33m Climb up the ramp, past a dying tree to another tree and a stance.
2. 10m Climb an overhang to another tree. There are several possible exits:
(a) On up the ramp, then around an outside corner and hence to a gully at the back.
(b) Right, into a narrow sloping chimney to the corner.
(c) Straight up on loose blocks. (?)
History: FA: David Atherton, Willie Apflauer, Aug 1964
45. Brian’s Variation 5.6
Start: at the end of Calamity pitch 1.
1. 26m Traverse right 5m to a strong shrub. Climb up a fault leading leftwards and then break
right slightly. Continue up left again to a small strong tree.
2. 18m From the tree step right and pull up on a suspect-looking block which affords huge jugs.
Climb straight above the block to the top, or go straight on up the ramp.
1(a). 5.6 30m Traverse right 5m to a strong shrub. Climb up a fault leading leftwards. At the
first opportunity, turn right over an overhang and step into a ramp. Traverse right over a
compact wall for 5m until below another overhang. A strenuous pull of arms on this obstacle
will lead one onto the last pitch of Red Groove.
History: FA: Brian Cook, Richard Dorling, July 23rd 1966.
FA pitch 1(a): H. Microys, John Leslie, Feb 1968.
46. Bit Of Bother 5.10
Start: 8m to the right of Calamity, a thin crack runs from right to left up the cliff.
1. 43m Follow the thin crack left to a small niche. Beware of huge loose blocks in the niche roof.
2. 30m Continue up in the same line to the top.
History: FA: Chas Yonge, Pam Burns, July 1979.
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47. Yellow Fever 5.7
Follows the obvious ramp immediately left of Red Groove.
Start: at the foot of the Red Groove slab.
1. Traverse left into the ramp. Climb up it to the first big tree.
2. Climb up the corner of the ramp to a yellow lichenous crack on the right. Follow the crack to
its end, then up and over an overhang at its right corner.
3. Continue up Red Groove to the top.
History: FA: Mike Tschipper, Dave Lanman, May 13th 1978.
48. Red Groove 5.1 ∗
An impressive route for beginners.
Start: 30m north of the Easy Way Down. Begin on the right-hand side of a bulge just south of
the Red Groove slab.
1. 25m Climb over the bulge and then traverse low and left until able to step into a corner. An
awkward stance 3m higher in the corner is the best place from which to guide a novice across
the first moves. Alternatively climb the Red Groove slab directly from lake level.
2. 30m Continue up the corner past a cedar tree, and then up another 7m or so before traversing
left to a big cedar (don’t sling it, there’s a bolt!) and a spacious ledge.
3. 37m Scramble up the chimney until forced onto the face by a constriction. Climb onto a ramp
and follow it to a large ledge just below the top. About halfway up this ramp there is, on the
left, a ledge with a tree (no slings!) which makes a suitable belay if you intend to do Carver’s
Variation.
4. 3m Scramble to the top.
History: FA: Alf Muehlbauer, 1962.
49. Redder Groove 5.7
A variation middle pitch to Red Groove.
2(a). Instead of climbing in the corner at the right of the slab, follow the outside of the slab until
you intercept the regular route 6m below the top of pitch 2.
History: FRA: Helmut Microys, Caroline Tanner, Peter Mitton, June 20th 1970.
50. Carver’s Variation 5.4
Start on Red Groove, belay halfway up the ramp on pitch 3, at a ledge with a tree.
4(a). Climb across a ramp and up a wall to the top.
History: FA: Michael Carver, Caroline Tanner.

31

A Guide to Rock Climbs at Bon Echo
51. Yonge Street 5.11 ∗∗
Start: as for Red Groove.
1. 5.9 Climb up past trees to a prominent thin crack curving rightwards. Follow the crack to a
jammed block. Pull round this, then traverse diagonally rightwards to a belay shortly before the
ramp of Paradise Lost. Large hexes useful for the belay.
2. 5.10 Move back left, then make difficult moves up onto a sloping ledge. Leave the ledge from
its left-hand end and climb up past a small tree to a good belay stance.
3. 5.11 Traverse left to the foot of an overhanging crack. Follow this up, then step left onto a
ramp above a small cave, and an airy stance. Large hexes useful for pro.
4. 5.7 Follow the ramp up to the top.
History: FA: Chas Yonge, Steve Adcock, Dave Prentice, June 1981. Both Steve and Chas
had climbed many gritstone classics at Millstone Edge (England) with route names taken from
famous London Streets. Steve named this route for a famous Toronto street in a fit of
nostalgia.
52. Paradise Lost 5.7 ∗∗
(Because it was Adam’s fall.) Easy access, good rock, very popular.
Start: 10m left of the Easy Way Down and 20m below the large pine.
1. 20m, 5.6 Climb up behind the flake for 7m, protecting where possible. Move left for 3m and
ascend past the bolt (replaced 2001) and slightly right on steep rock to a large pine (there’s a
bolt and a pin, don’t sling the tree).
2. 30m, 5.7 Climb the ramp to the slabs. Continue up the slabs to a juniper bush (use bolt and
gear for belay).
3. 20m, 5.4 Climb the slab to the top. Innumerable variations are possible. Belay at two bolts
(2004) at the top.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Michael Rosenberger July 1964. The climb was first attempted
by Bob Adams and Ken Davies, who abandoned their attempt after Adams fell while leading.
Pitches 1 and 2 can be combined if rope drag is kept to a minimum.
53. The Gully Joke
climb closed
Dirty and vegetated. Gullies are environmentally sensitive and should be avoided.
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53.
54.
55.
56.
57.

The Gully Joke closed
P-H 5.8
318 5.7 ∗∗
Winking Crack 5.9 ∗∗
Gerry DeMaio’s Memorial 5.10 !!

58.
59.
60.
61.
62.

Popeye 5.11b
Olive Oyl 5.11b/c
Easy Way Down 4th class
Jacob’s Ladder 5.0
Formication & Mac’s Book 5.6 ∗

P-H (#54) – Easy Way Down (#60)
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54. P-H 5.8
Named after Peter-Heinrich Glockner, a good friend of both Helmut Microys and Peter Turner,
who died in a private plane crash at the beginning of a brilliant career.
Start: at the bottom of Easy Way Down (#60), behind a tree.
1. 15m Follow a narrow ramp up to a small cedar tree. Move up and right to belay at a bent tree.
2. 30m Cross the ramp and climb the steep face to a ledge. Climb the short steep wall to another
ledge. Climb yet another wall with the aid of a tree to a steep ramp. Follow the ramp to a small
overhang just to the left of a huge overhang. Climb the overhang with difficulty to the top.
Belay at two bolts (2001).
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Peter Turner, Sept 25th 1966.
55. 318 5.7 ∗∗
Named after 318 St. George Street, for two years the haunt of Toronto’s most fanatic climbing
group and their girlfriends. Easy access with some interesting moves on the second pitch.
Start: near the bottom of Easy Way Down (#60), 6m right of P-H.
1. 20m Follow a recessed ramp leftwards past a bent tree. Step left around a bulge to a belay
ledge. Protect with gear and fixed pro, including one bolt (2001).
2. 5.7 15m Climb up 2m above the belay, then step right onto a slab split by a crack. Follow this
up past a bolt (piton replaced, 2001) to the overhang, then move up below the overhang to a
ledge. Belay at bolt (2001) and pins.
3. 10m Step down and left to a ramp which is followed to the top.
3(a). 5.8 6m Climb up directly above the belay until stopped by a small overhang. This is better
protected and less exposed than the normal third pitch, and is often used in preference to it. It
can be bypassed to the right (spectacular but lichenous) or taken direct (short and exciting).
Belay at two bolts (2001) above the direct exit.
History: FA: Ted Schotten, Brian Cook, Willi Apflauer, Sept 1965.
FA pitch 3(a): with one aid peg, Richard Dorling, Brian Cook, June, 19th 1966. The first free
ascent passed unrecorded in the late ‘60s.
56. Winking Crack 5.9 ∗∗
Start: atop a bushy ramp/ledge just down from the start of Popeye.
1. 5.8 6m Follow a left-leaning crack over a bulge to a ledge with a cedar tree, below a leaning
crack at the back of an overhang.
2. 5.9 25m Climb the strenuous finger crack to a ledge with a cedar tree. Follow P-H to the top,
and belay at two bolts (2001).
History: FA: Chris Rogers, Rob Rohn, autumn 1978.
57. Gerry DeMaio’s Memorial 5.10 !!
A bit crazy, but a lot of fun, just like its namesake!
1. Climb any number of ways up to the obvious large, black overhang, above and right of 318
and Winking Crack. A belay is taken directly below the roof.
2. Climb through the overhang via cracks, and head out left to a tree at the top.
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History: FA: Steve DeMaio, John Kaandorp, June 29th 1984.
58. Popeye 5.11b
Start: at a cedar tree in the centre of the Easy Way Down gully.
1. 22m Either climb the left-leaning finger crack direct to the base of a ramp, or traverse left to
an old piton then back right to join the finger crack a short way off the ground. Follow the
ramp easily to a tree belay.
2. 10m Continue up left to the top.
History: FA: Richard Dorling, Leon Hawes, Nick Pawley, Aug 13th 1966.
FFA: George Manson, Dave Lanman, Aug 1979.
59. Olive Oyl 5.11b/c
Start up Popeye. After the crux of Popeye, go up to the right end of the overhang and step left,
then up the quartz patch. Make a long reach to a good bucket in the black rock. Go up.
History: Not yet led. Top-roped by Steve LaBell, Aug 4th 1985.
60. Easy Way Down 4th class
Something of a misnomer and dangerous at the best of times. Take great care to avoid
dislodging rocks onto the heads of those below. Beginners should be roped and belayed from
above. There has been at least one serious accident due to a fall while descending this route.
Turn left (towards the lake) near the bottom.
At the lake side, at the bottom of Easy Way Down, is a good place to wait for a boat pickup.
Just to the south of the pickup point is Turtle Rock, the overhanging rock used by kids (old and
young) as a diving board.
Turtle Traverse Start in the water underneath the overhang, climb up and out, mantle, stand up
and dive back in. About 10b (V0).
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61. Jacob’s Ladder 5.0
62. Formication & Mac’s Book 5.6 ∗
63. French Form 5.4

64. Darlington County 5.10
65. Moonday 5.7
66. Boris’ Route 5.5 ∗∗∗
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61. Jacob’s Ladder 5.0
Start: at the base of the first slab south of the Easy Way Down.
1. 25m Climb the left edge of the slab. The technical grade can be raised to 5.5 by ignoring all
the holds on the left.
History: FA: Michael Carver, Caroline Tanner, Shirley and Jim Mark, June 19th 1970.
62. Formication & Mac’s Book 5.6 ∗
An excellent combination of pitches. Good slab climbing followed by a fine open book.
Start: at the base of a 30m slab starting at water level in a small bay about halfway between the
Easy Way Down and French Form
1. Formication 5.6 30m Go up and then left to the edge of the slab. Go up the edge and then
follow a crack rightwards to the middle/top of the slab. Here you'll find a two bolt belay and
rap station (2001). Alternatively (5.8), go straight up the slab, past a single bolt (replaced
2001) to the belay. Optional rappel here.
2. 10m Go straight up, then hard right across the foot of a slab. Go up its right side on
vegetation to a ledge at the foot of an open book.
3. Mac’s Book 5.5 30m Climb up the book until blocked by overhangs and loose looking
rocks. Step right and climb the slab to the top. Near the top, a pleasant finish is to step right
and finish under the crescent-shaped overlap.
2(a). From the top of Formication, walk 5m down and left to a tree on the left side of a slab.
3(a). 5.4 15m Climb over the edge of a flake to two small birch trees. Traverse left and then go
straight up the discontinuous crack system to the top.
4(a). Go down and across to a slab just before Mac’s Book. Climb the slab for 10m, then
traverse to Mac’s Book.
History: FA (pitch 1, Formication): Jim Ferguson, Mike Rodgers, July 1966.
FA (pitch 3, Mac’s Book): Helmut Microys, John Goldak, Sept 1972.
Mac’s Book was first attempted in the rain by Helmut Microys and Ian Gordon MacNaughtDavis (Mac "the belly"). All the tricks of the British wet rock climbers failed to get Mac to the
top – even when he pulled his socks over his climbing shoes.
63. French Form 5.4
Start: about 50m north of Boris’ Route at the extreme left corner of this face. It can be reached
by bushwhacking from the Easy Way Down.
1. 40m From the large cedar tree, climb on good holds to a piton at 30m on the right side of the
slab. Using holds on the right wall, reach a large dead tree on a small ledge.
2. 30m Follow an easy cleft in the slab to a small short wall below two cedar trees. Step right or
climb the wall direct (a bit harder) to easy ground.
3. 8m Walk across 8m of vegetation to the base of an 18m wall on the left.
4. 21m Climb up to a small overhang at 10m Either climb it directly (5.4), or traverse right and
then back again a little higher up. Climb 6m more to the top.
3(a). 5.6 15m Rather than walk across the vegetation, climb straight up from the end of the slab.
History: FA: David Atherton, Isla Hoppett, June 1964.
FA pitch 3(a): Richard Dorling, Helmut Microys, Feb 1966.
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64. Darlington County 5.10
A good, solid route.
Start: 15m right of French Form
1. 5.8 Traverse left towards a blank-looking wall. Climb the wall with some moves "you
wouldn’t take the wife to". Possible belay. Move up a corner making an interesting move over
a roof. Belay at its top.
2. 5.10 Follow a corner to a fixed RURP and bashie. Move across the face to a good ledge.
Follow an arête to a belay on the left.
3. Step up and right, then struggle leftwards over lichen to the base of a leftwards-leaning layback. Climb this to a half-dead tree. Possible belay, or continue up left to the top.
History: FA (pitches 1 and 2): Dave Lanman, Adam Gibbs, Aug 1984.
FA (all 3 pitches): Dave Lanman, Tom Valis, Sept 1984.
65. Moonday 5.7
Named in honour of the first manned landing on the moon.
Start: in a large niche immediately left of a band of black rock, which is split by cracks.
1. 5.6 20m Make steep moves up right to gain the crack system Follow it up to a cedar tree
(no, you can’t sling it).
2. 20m Climb above the cedar tree for a few metres, then walk right over a pile of blocks. Climb
up to a good ledge with a birch tree and a cedar tree (remember, no slinging trees).
3. 5.7 45m Climb the crack above the belay diagonally left until almost at the top of the cliff. Go
up over big ledges and past trees to a two-bolt belay (2004) near the trail. Alternatively, move
right at a bolt (2001) by a small tree, and traverse to the belay bolts at the top of Boris’ Route.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Bob Adams, July 1969. This route has three alternative starts,
sandwiched between Darlington County and Boris’s Route. The original start was to the left of
the one described above.
65a. Mooning Boris 5.7
1. Climb the first pitch of Boris’ route.
2. Traverse left along a grassy ledge until you reach Moonday. Scramble up to the start of
Moonday pitch 3.
3. As for Moonday.
History: FA: Kit Moore, Sharlene Carlson, May 1999. Climbed when Kit returned to the
base of the climb to recover an HB nut that had been dropped – it came to rest on a ledge 2.5m
below the water surface.
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66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

Boris’ Route 5.5 
Harmful Armful 5.9
Spliffgenerates 5.10 !
Faithful Turkey 5.7
Birthday Ridge 5.0 ∗∗∗

75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

See the next section for routes
70, 71, 72, 73 & 74
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Knight of Faith 5.11 !!
Nine Pins 5.8 A4 !!
Back of the Pinnacle 5.4
Jim’s Sling 5.8 ∗
The Front of the Pinnacle 5.4 ∗∗
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66. Boris’ Route 5.5 ∗∗∗
Perhaps the best 5.5 at Bon Echo.
Start: 25m north of Birthday Ridge at a moon-shaped rock. Belay from a ledge 2m above water
level.
1. 20m Ascend the trace of a ramp to a wall featuring black "cokey" rock. Ascend the wall past
the cedar tree (don’t sling it), continuing up the line of the ramp to the first belay by some
juniper shrubs. Belay here or continue up the next pitch.
2. 25m Continue up the ramp past a single bolt until you can move left to a small sloping ledge
with two bolts (replaced 2008).
3. 25m Move up and left to a large ledge beneath an overhang. Exit left or right (harder) over
the overhang. Do the overhang or hang your head in shame. Belay at two bolts.
2(a). 25m Traverse left from the ramp as soon as it is feasible. Move left until you can climb up
into a crouched position below a bulge and traverse crabwise left. Move up and right to the
belay ledge.
History: FA: Boris Dopta, Chalky White in 1960 (they climbed it via pitch 2(a), less direct but
easier than pitch 2.). Pitch 2 as described above was first climbed by Helmut Microys and
Michael Rosenberger in 1964.
67. Harmful Armful 5.9
Straightforward until the top of pitch 3. This was an all nut ascent: one nut leading, one nut
following and no pitons in between!
Start: as for Faithful Turkey.
1. 25m Move up right for a short way, then go straight up. Traverse back left below a band of
black rock. Climb up a steep wall into a left-sloping groove. Climb it to the top of a pinnacle.
(Alternatively, reach this point by traversing diagonally from Boris’s Route.) Continue up left
for about 10m to a sloping ledge.
2. 15m Go straight up, past a small tree, to a cedar tree belay.
3. 30m Traverse left past a smooth vertical wall. Turn the corner and climb right into a leftfacing overhanging open book. Ascend this almost to the top. Hand traverse the slightly
overhanging wall left on good holds for 2m to a small ledge. Climb right, passing an easy
overhang onto ledges with cedar trees.
4. 10m Over easy rock to the top.
3(a). 5.10 Instead of traversing left at the top of the open book, go onto the right wall and climb
a deep overhanging crack to a ledge. Belay. Then up and right to join Birthday Ridge at the
top.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Mark Hillhouse, Sept 1977.
FA pitch 3(a): Tom Gibson, Steve Labelle, Sept 1980.
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68. Spliffgenerates 5.10 !
Start: as for Harmful Armful.
1. Follow Harmful Armful to its first belay. Continue up the crack to a flake on the right side of
the large crack. Go straight up on the right side of the crack to a ledge above a tree (the tree
above a large dimple of rock).
2. Up from the ledge to an obvious traverse. Through the corner to a rest. From the rest, go up
left to a loose-looking block (don’t hang on it!) and onto a good belay ledge.
3. Move out right and then climb up and left (crux) and then follow the obvious crack to the top.
History: Possibly (approximately) the old aid climb, Nameless, climbed by Jacques, Dave and
Brian from Ottawa in 1968 (see the 1974 guidebook).
FA: Philip van Wassenaer, Scott Rowell Aug 11th 1984.
69. Faithful Turkey 5.7
Start: about 5m to the right of Boris’ Route, at ledges sloping leftwards down to water level.
1. 5.6 20m Move up right for a short way, then go straight up. Traverse back left below a band
of black rock. Climb straight up the wall to the start of a broken corner on the right. Climb the
corner to a stance.
2. 5.7 20m Climb up to a small overhang. Traverse left to a surprise hold, then climb straight up
a bulging wall to a final bulge, split by a wide crack. Watch for loose blocks on this pitch.
Climb past the bulge to the birch tree stance of Birthday Ridge.
3. 40m Follow Birthday Ridge to the top. Alternatively, traverse right and join Very Thin
Nicholas, to get another pitch of 5.7 climbing.
History: FA: Bill Snider, Eric Marshall, 1973.
Routes 70 – 74 are in the next section.
75. Knight Of Faith 5.11 !!
For George, Al, Sean and Dave. A great route that, despite the aesthetic shortcoming of a long
traverse on the third pitch, provides a lot of good hard sustained free climbing. Take Friends
and a few knifeblades and lost arrows.
Start: located on the same wall as Nine Pins, the route starts a short way up the left-hand gully at
a small dirty ledge, 6m below a dead tree.
1. 5.9 20m From the ledge climb up 3m to a horizontal crack. Follow this right to an overhang.
Climb the overhang at a broken arête (still well below the dead tree) and continue up and right
over blocky steps to a belay ledge beneath a large overhang.
2. 5.10 15m Climb the crack straight through the overhang and continue straight up lower
angled rock to a belay at the base of a steep wall (in-situ piton).
3. 3. 5.10 20m Descend a short way and traverse right around the corner and continue along a
slab until below an old rusty bolt (Nine Pins). Continue right another 3m and up beneath an
overhang. Step right around the overhanging bulge to a belay stance under a short overhanging
corner. Large friends are useful for this belay.
4. 5.11 40m This pitch is very sustained and protection is tricky in places. Layback/undercling
3m up the corner and haul up over the lip of the overhang to a small ledge beneath a long
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upside down ramp/overhang. Severely overhanging laybacking and hard face climbing takes
you up and left below the overhang (following the grain of the cliff) to the summit above.
Things get easier higher up, but never easy.
History: FA: Rob Rohn, Tom Gibson, Sept 1980.
76. Nine Pins 5.8 A4 !!
Nine pins of aid were used on the first ascent – all near the belay.
Start: beside a large cedar stump at the base of a huge triangular face between Birthday Ridge
and Back Of The Pinnacle.
1. 40m Follow a groove for about 20m to the base of a fairly compact middle section of the face.
Climb slightly left to a protection bolt. Climb right and then left onto a small nearly square
sloping ledge (bolt belay). The bolt is old – it may be wise to belay lower down (on the
traverse of Knight of Faith).
2. 30m From the right edge of the belay, nail up a short way and then climb free to a small cedar
tree. From the tree, step left around the corner and up until one can step right onto a large
sloping ledge. A short overhanging open book leads to easier rock.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Helmut Microys, May 30th 1970.
77. Back of the Pinnacle 5.4
Frequently wet and slippery – and consequently more difficult.
Start: on the south side of the Birthday Ridge gully, by a spring 15m from the lake. The pinnacle
is a huge landmark.
1. 35m Go up the inside corner and across right to a ledge beside a huge cedar. Cross the tree
and continue up the corner to a large chimney with a chockstone. Climb up the chimney to a
good stance with a bolt.
2. 25m Climb two small corners. Walk 15m to a tree.
3. 25m Climb up the inside corner to the pinnacle. Alternatively, climb a short, steep crack in the
side of the pinnacle (5.9). Step across to the main wall and then go up and slightly right to the
edge of a slab. Climb the slab to the top. There’s a two bolt belay station here.
History: FA: Gordon Lick, Alan Mason, 1958.
78. Jim’s Sling 5.8 ∗
A good, continuously interesting route, but with some loose sections.
Start: at the foot of a narrow leftward sloping ramp about 15m left of The Front Of The Pinnacle.
Belay from the boat.
1. Climb the ramp for about 15m Move right and belay.
2. Continue right and climb up and round an overhang onto a slab. Climb up the slab. Continue
up and left to a small cedar tree. Traverse left around a nose and belay below a steep wide
band of black rock.
3. 5.8 Climb the wide, friable crack up the corner on the right side of the black rock, to gain a
ledge. Then up past a bushy tree to belay at some large blocks.
4. Go straight up behind the belay, then right to a wide crack. Follow it up to a huge cedar tree.
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5. Climb up the tree for a short way, then up the pinnacle. Finish as for Back Of The Pinnacle.
2(a). Follow the normal second pitch, but do not traverse left around the nose. Belay slightly left
of the obvious crack of pitch 3(a).
3(a). Climb the obvious crack, well right of the normal route, to join Front of The Pinnacle.
Pitches 3(b) and 3(c) share the same belays as the normal route.
3(b). Move left and then up to the left of the black rock. Use a piton and sling for aid in the
centre of the black rock to gain a ledge. Then up past a bushy tree to belay at some large
blocks.
3(c). 5.10 Move left and up to the left of the black rock. Instead of making the aid move back
right, go straight up the overhanging face.
History: The upper pitches were first climbed by Helmut Microys and Jim White (via pitch
3(b)) on June 21st 1964. The lower section was first climbed by John Grey and Maurice de St.
Jorre on Aug 27th 1972. Pitch 3(c) was first climbed by Rob Rohn and Chris Rogers in the
autumn of 1978. Pitch 3(a) was accidentally climbed by Dave Myles and Mike Badham whilst
checking Jim’s Sling for the 1980 guidebook. Pitch 3 as described above was first climbed by
Steve Adcock and Dave Kennedy in the spring of 1983.
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70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

Birthday Ridge 5.2 ***
Cool Corner 5.4
Very Thin Nicholas 5.7 **
Saucer Lucy 5.7 **
Bloody Medoc 5.3

Note the climbers on Thin Nick.
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70. Birthday Ridge 5.2 (or 5.0) ∗∗∗
Bon Echo's first route remains by tradition the introduction for most novice climbers.
Start: the tree-filled gully north of The Pinnacle.
1. 15m Scramble up the gully and over the scree to a pair of large trees on the left. If you really
want a 5.0 climb, scramble further up the gulley on the right to the Saucer Lucy and Thin Nick
start, then follow 2 alt.
2. 35m, 5.2 Climb the break in the boulders and follow the ramp leftwards up to the ridge. Work
your way right up a crack to a ledge covered with loose boulders. Round the nose on the
skyline and climb the easy angled wall to a large stance by a silver birch tree (with a two bolt
belay station).
2 alt. 30m, 5.0 Climb corners and ledges up and left to the silver birch belay at the end of the
standard pitch 2.
3. 25m Move left up the slab above the birch tree to a groove which leads to a ledge by some
juniper bushes. Climb left to the ridge and follow it to a ledge with a small strong cedar tree
where the angle of the ridge eases. This tree is a good example of the ancient cedars on the
cliff. Don’t sling it – there’s a bolt. Belay here or continue to the top.
4. 15m Prance on up to the top. Belay at the two bolt rappel station. Two ropes are needed for
a rappel.
History: FA: David Fisher, Marnie Gilmour, Alan Bruce-Robertson, Kay McCormick,
September 1, 1956.
71. Cool Corner 5.4
Start: same as Birthday Ridge, pitch 2.
1. 25m Climb over the boulders and straight up, then diagonal right past a small cedar tree. If
you step right below the tree you avoid the suspect-looking blocks. Follow the diagonal crack
to a belay below a right-facing corner on the left side of the Thin Nick slab.
2. 5.4 40m Climb up the corner to where you can escape onto the slab above. Climb a series of
slabs and vertical steps until you hit Birthday Ridge about 7m from the top. Follow the ridge to
the top.
History: FA: Jim Mark, Helmut Microys, June 1978.
72. Very Thin Nicholas 5.7 ∗∗
Good slab climbing. Can be done in one pitch with a 60m rope.
Start: at the base of a smooth slab at the top of the Birthday Ridge gully. The gully ends at a
corner about 30m above the water.
1. 20m Climb the slab by any of several lines (5.0 – 5.9) to a long narrow ledge.
2. 5.7 40m Climb the steep slab leftwards to a thin crack. Climb the crack to a notch near the
left end of an overhang. Climb the overhang, move left on thin holds, and then up joining
Birthday Ridge shortly before the top.
2 (a). Thin Lucy 5.8 Traverse right below the overhang and finish up on Saucer Lucy.
History: FA: (with one aid sling) Nick Pawley, John Goldak, Aug 1970.
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73. Saucer Lucy 5.7 ∗∗
Another good slab climb. Can be done in one pitch with a 60 m rope.
Start: as for Thin Nick.
1. 20m Climb the slab by any of several lines (5.0 – 5.9) to a long narrow ledge.
2. 40m Move right along the ledge to a crack going up to an overhang, with a bolt (replaced
2008). Climb the crack, and step left into an inside corner facing left. Up this (crux) and step
right into an inside corner facing right. Follow this up to the top.
History: FA: Timothy Mepham, Arthur Large, 1963.
74. Bloody Medoc 5.3
A route notable only for the amount of cheap wine used to lubricate the leaders. The
description below is left for posterity – massive rock fall (no human participants) has
obliterated this route.
Start: as for Saucer Lucy.
1. 30m Climb up the corner on the right side of the slab and follow easy slabs up and right to a
small ledge.
2. 25m Climb up a thin left-slanting diagonal crack to a small overhang. Step left and climb up
and right over flaky slabs to the top.
History: FA: Jim and Shirley Mark, Roger Parsons, Steve Lanman, June 1975.
The gully to the right of Bloody Medoc has been climbed. It is loose and not recommended.
The Saucer Lucy Rap Station
The rap station (2 bolts) at the top of Saucer Lucy is the only one at the top of the cliff available
to climbers. Two 55m ropes are needed to reach the bottom of the slabs. If you're using these
bolts to top-rope Saucer Lucy, please protect the anchors by using some (locking) carabiners.

Routes 75 – 78 are in previous section.
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78.
79.
80.
81.
82.

Jim’s Sling 5.8 ∗
The Front of the Pinnacle 5.4 ∗∗
When Shrimps Learnt to Whistle 5.11 ∗∗∗
The Entertainer 5.9 ∗∗∗
The Entertainer Direct 5.10 ∗∗

83.
84.
85.
86.
87.

Spiderman 5.12 ! closed
Flat Paint 5.8 A3 !! closed
L’Idiotie 5.10
Fool’s End 5.11
Thunder Road 5.11 A0 !

Front of the Pinnacle (#79) – Thunder Road (#87)
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79. The Front of the Pinnacle 5.4 ∗∗
Start: at the outside corner of the ramp leading up to the pinnacle from the south.
1. 40m Climb the arête to a large ledge with a bolt (replaced 2008).
2. Climb the arête to a ledge below a smooth slab. Move left and climb the face to rejoin the
arête. Follow the arête to the pinnacle. Belay to avoid rope drag.
3. Step across onto the main face and climb to the top. There’s a two bolt belay station here.
3(a). Alternatively, move right from the notch between the pinnacle and the main wall, and climb
the slab to the top. This is more difficult but less scary.
History: FA: David Fisher, Marnie Gilmour, Alan Bruce-Robertson, Kay McCormick,
September 2, 1956.

The dreaded “step across” from the pinnacle to the cliff, on FotP.

80. When Shrimps Learnt to Whistle 5.11 ∗∗∗
An excellent route, with an amazing line.
1. As for The Entertainer.
2. 5.10 Go up to a bolt. Hand traverse right for 6m to a piton. Continue straight up to a sloping
ledge below black overhangs. Very serious due to poor protection.
3. 5.11 4m Hand traverse right to the lip of the overhang. Hand jam over the lip to a good
ledge. Belay, to avoid rope drag.
4. 5.7 13m Climb up and right, crossing The Entertainer, to a left slanting 5cm crack. Slightly
hanging belay, but solid.
5. 5.11 Follow the crack left to a ledge. Move right to a large overhanging V corner with a
10cm crack at its top. A short way further, a horizontal crack splits the overhang giving access
to a 3m layback and the top.
History: FA: Tom Gibson, Juan A’Costa, June 15th 1980. Pitches 4 and 5 climb an old aid
route, "Big Top", which was climbed by Eric Marshall and Dave Wotherspoon in May 1970.
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81. The Entertainer 5.9 ∗∗∗
A good route up an impressive part of the cliff.
Start: at the base of the small buttress just to the right of The Front of the Pinnacle.
1. 5.2 10m Climb the left or right side of the buttress to a large ledge.
2. 5.7 20m Traverse right beneath the overhang for 10m, then climb a wall to a sloping ledge.
Belay at a huge spike on the right.
3. 5.9 35m Go back left and up to the top of a shattered pillar. Follow a finger crack up a wall
(sustained) to its end. Move left and follow the easiest line up and left. Keep right of orange
lichenous rock and go up underneath a prominent sloping overhang. Go past a very small
fragile cedar and belay just above on a small ledge with two belay bolts (2007). With 55m ropes, you can
continue another 5m up pitch 4, and belay instead at a larger ledge, also with two belay bolts (2007).
4. 5.8 15m From the small ledge, step up 2m and hand traverse left for 2m, then either follow a
groove to the large ledge with two belay bolts (2007), or continue left from the hand traverse
onto a good ledge and then go up and right to the large ledge. Alternatively, the hand traverse
can be avoided by climbing straight up from the small belay ledge, past some old pitons and
layback flakes, to the large ledge.
5. 30m Climb up and left onto slabs underneath an overhang on the right. Follow the slabs up to
the first weakness in the overhang, and exit to the top.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Ruth Lister, July 25th 1965.
FFA: Helmut Microys, Werner Heiss, June 1969.
82. The Entertainer Direct 5.10 ∗∗
An excellent combination of pitches.
1. & 2. As for The Entertainer.
3. 5.9 35m Go back left and up to the top of a shattered pillar. Follow a finger crack up a wall
(sustained) to its end. Continue straight up to belay beneath an obvious wide crack.
4. 5.9 Climb the wide crack up to a good ledge. Belay from here, or move left to the
Entertainer's belay bolts (2007) on the large ledge.
5.
5.10 15m Move up to a large inside corner with not quite enough protection, then
climb delicately to the top.
History: Pitch 4 was climbed by Eric Marshall and Dave Wotherspoon in May 1970 as part of
the aid route "Big Top". It was free climbed by Tom Gibson and Juan A’Costa in June 1980 as
part of When Shrimps Learnt To Whistle.
Pitch 5 was climbed by Claude Lavallee and Helmut Microys in Sept 1965, using one
point of aid. It was free climbed by Rob Rohn in Sept 1979.
83. Spiderman 5.12 !
climb closed
A tremendous free climb – the hardest and most spectacular on the cliff.
Start: halfway between The Entertainer and L’Idiotie, on a small ledge about 1.5m above the
lake.
1. 5.11 35m Climb an open book to a good ledge. Move left to a faint crack line, containing
occasional excellent pockets (in-situ pin halfway up). Follow the crack line up to easier
ground. Climb a short open book to the large belay ledge.
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2. 5.9 Move right on the ledge from the belay, then straight up a black face to a dihedral. Follow
the dihedral up and left to an obvious large quartz patch. Move left over loose blocks to belay.
3. 5.12 Climb up and left past a bolt to a resting ledge (the only one on this pitch). Climb straight
up to a fixed pin. Make a hard, crazy move right to another bolt. A hard layback move leads
one to an overhanging crack slanting left. The next moves are the crux – a long, long reach left
to a good ledge. Mantle on to the ledge and slither right to belay bolts.
4. 5.10 A very exposed pitch. Mantle up right to a fixed pin. Another fixed pin is located over
and above left. Using jugs, climb the overhang above to good finger locks in the corner (#1
friend handy). Strange, hard and wild climbing leads to the top.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Dave Wotherspoon, Aug 21, 1972, graded 5.8, A4.
FFA: Dave Lanman, Adam Gibbs, Kevin Lawlor, Dave Franklin May/June 1984.
Significant rockfall during an attempted ascent in 1999 almost sunk the Park tour boat,
drawing unwelcome attention to the presence of climbers on a “closed” route – the climbers
had avoided the pictographs at the start but the Park authorities were annoyed nonetheless.
84. Flat Paint 5.8 A3 !!
climb closed
Start: as for L’Idiotie.
1. Traverse left over the water until you can climb free up a crack. Using a number of devious
tricks, climb with aid to the bottom of a steep ramp that goes left to the right end of The
Entertainer belay ledge.
History: FA: Eric Marshall, Jim Mark, Sept 27th 1970.
85. L’Idiotie 5.10
Start: a small sloping ledge in a niche about 10m left of the "Old Walt" inscription.
1. 35m Step right and climb up to a small overhang which is climbed on its right. Move up and
left on a shallow ramp to a small shoulder. Move left 2m and climb directly to a large
comfortable niche.
2. 25m From the belay, step right and climb the overhang. Continue on the steep wall slightly
left, then go right to a big tree.
3. 15m Easier climbing takes you up a rotten corner to the top.
3(a). 5.10 Avoid the rotten corner by traversing 5 – 7m left into a groove, follow it to the top.
History: first attempt – to a point above the overhang on the second pitch, Bob Adams,
Richard Dorling & Helmut Microys, 1964.
FA: Claude Lavalée, Richard Dorling, autumn 1964
FFA: Eric Marshall, Werner Heiss, Sept 1971.
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86. Fool’s End 5.11
Sustained difficulties on excellent rock.
Start: as for L’Idiotie.
1. 35m Follow L’Idiotie over the small overhang. Then veer up and right to a ledge. Traverse
right easily to a second ledge.
2. 40m From the left end of the ledge, climb up about 5m to a line of traverse holds. Climb left
past a bolt and make a few funky moves onto a small ramp. Move up to another bolt and
continue up the overhanging wall to a roof. Climb up and right following a notch through two
overhangs and easier climbing to the top.
History: FA: George Manson, Dave Lanman, Aug 1979.
87. Thunder Road 5.11 A0 !
Start: as for Fool’s End.
1. 5.8 Start up Fool’s End. Just past the first overhanging section you will notice an obvious
traverse right. Follow this traverse to a large belay ledge with good friends.
2. 5.11 Face climb up to a small overhanging quartzite corner. Clip a pin with a long sling and
place a #2.5 friend under an expanding flake. Make some extremely hard moves up to a bolt.
Run out from the bolt straight up to the (overhanging) bottom of the first overhang. Place a #1
friend in the overhead crack. Directly above the friend, clip a pin. Traverse left to rejoin Fool’s
End. Finish up Fool’s End.
History: FA: Rick Susgin, Rob Large, Kevin Lawlor, Sept 1984.
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88. Jugornot 5.9
Old Laughing Lady (winter ice climb)
89. Black Groove 5.7 closed
90. Yellow Groove 5.4

91. Conclusion 5.5
92. The Romp of the Geriatrics 5.11 !
93. Easy Way Up 5.0
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88. Jugornot 5.9
Start: on good ledges 2m above water level, just right of the "Old Walt" carving.
1. 5.7 30m Go up the face above, following the easiest line until you intersect Black Groove.
Traverse back left to a crack going up to the right side of an obvious overhang, just right of an
area of orange lichen.
2. 5.9 10m Climb up to the overhang. Make hard moves over it to a belay.
3. 5.9 20m Traverse left along a horizontal crack, until it turns into a narrow ramp. Follow the
corner above to the top.
History: FA: Chas Yonge, Pam Burns, John Kaandorp, June 1980.
Old Laughing Lady WI 4 (or harder, conditions vary)
The winter ice climb shown on page 52.
History: FA: Tom Gibson, George Manson, Chris Rogers and Rob Rohn, February 1979.
89. Black Groove 5.7
climb closed
Start: at the base of the prominent black groove on the right of the "Old Walt" inscription. Belay
from the boat, or solo with some difficulty up to a ledge.
1. 20m Climb the groove to a good ledge.
2. 15m Follow the groove to an inclined chimney and slither to the top.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Bob Adams June 27th 1965.
FFA: Bill Snider, Jim Mark, June 1971.
90. Yellow Groove 5.4
Start: at the first diagonal ramp south of Black Groove.
1. 20m Leave the platform to the left and climb the obvious fault on good holds. Continue up the
fault and bear right to a large tree or do a semi-layback right and move left to the tree.
2. 25m Continue left up the ramp. Struggle past a small cedar, and climb straight up to the top.
History: FA: Bob Shaylor, Jim White, Ray Achurch, 1961.
91. Conclusion 5.5
The original route description is preserved for posterity. The climb starts about 25m south of
Yellow Groove and follows the next diagonal line of weakness.
1st pitch: (Atherton and Adams, 1963) starts from low ledge, traverses low underneath a slight
overhang then up ramp for a few feet and from layback to mantleshelf: traverse left then up
small crack to major traverse of sloping wall, 1 piton; traverse 20ft. to left going high, then
descend (underhand holds give control) to next piton; then ascend wall on outer corner and
struggle over mantleshelf to first belay. About 90 ft.
2nd pitch: Follow diagonally up towards left passing through stalwart tree. An open sloping
chimney leading to the top. Nose proves interesting and also the final mantleshelf to the nose
for 2nd belay (1 piton). About 100 ft.
Finish: The climb concludes with a long step to the left underneath the overhang then up the
corner over some biggish blocks to the trees.
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2(a). Step right of the cedar, up an open book, to a large overhang. Traverse left to regain the
normal route.
History: FA: Wilhelm Apflauer, David Atherton, Oct 1964.
Pitch 2(a) was climbed by John Lewis and Suze Woolf on Aug 30th 1975.
92. The Romp Of The Geriatrics 5.11 !
A well-protected boulder problem All of the difficulties are concentrated in the overhang on
the second pitch. The route remains an enjoyable aid climb (5.5, A2) for a rainy day – no pitons
are needed.
Start: as for Conclusion, directly beneath a large dead cedar tree, at a good ledge.
1. 25m Go left, then straight up and back right
to a large dead cedar tree. Belay.
2. Climb the overhang at the obvious crack. Continue slightly right to the top.
History: FA: Jim Mark, Roger Parsons, Helmut Microys, Sept 1976.
FWA: Dave Franklin and Adam Gibbs, with aid, Feb 12 1983
FFA: Rob Chisnall, Ian McKay,
Oct 11th 1983.
93. Easy Way Up 5.0
The short ridge to the right of The Romp Of The Geriatrics provides a couple of nice easy
moves, whilst being relatively steep.
History: The route was climbed by Helmut Microys and Ruth Lister so that Imre Michalik
could film them. They also climbed the lower section of The Present Estate Of Pompeii on the
same occasion.
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94. Baby's Bottom 5.5
95. Womb at the Top 5.6 ∗∗

96. The Acme Handhold Co. 5.10
97. Easy Way Down third class
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94. Baby’s Bottom 5.5
Start: in the middle of the slab just left of Womb At The Top.
1. 20m Follow a crack running up to the right, then climb leftward up a steeper section. Climb
straight up to the top of the slab.
History: FA: Jim White, Hans Joritsma, 1961.
FA: (more direct) Helmut Microys, David Wotherspoon, Nick Pawley, June 1967.
95. Womb At The Top 5.6 ∗∗
A very enjoyable short climb.
Start: about 70m north of the narrows, on the right of the prominent (Baby’s Bottom) ramp.
Take off from a wide platform at water level just below a juniper bush.
1. 35m Climb up onto a block with a juniper bush on it. Go up and slightly left to a small tree;
then back right to a sickly looking tree. Climb up 2m past it, then step right into a crack. Up
this then traverse right towards an overhanging cleft (the "womb"). Exit directly through it.
2. 10m Scramble up to the top and belay at two bolts (2001), one located just above the womb, the other
5m further up the exit ramp..
1(a). 5.8 Instead of going right to the sickly tree, go straight through the bulge, up an open
book, and veer right.
History: FA: Arthur Large, Ken Davis, Aug 1963.
FRA: pitch 1(a) Dave Karner, Mike Biesiada, June 6th 1985.
96. The Acme Handhold Co. 5.10
Start: on a large stepped block 5m north of the point where the talus slope of the narrows ends.
1. 5.9 25m Make a difficult move off the block to a small ledge above. Follow the band of black
rock up to a large ledge and cedar tree.
2. 5.10 20m From the back left corner of the ledge, follow a large, steep flake system to a large
black roof. Move 2 – 3m left and pull over it.
History: FA: Tom Gibson, Rob Rohn, Chris Rogers, 1978.
97. Easy Way Down 3rd class
The easiest easy way down on the cliff. Less easy if wet. From the Park lookout on the top of
Knob Hill, go north and down the first small cliff band, turn left and look for a footpath near
the edge of the main cliff. Turn left again. Stay close to the inside edge of the slab for most of
the way. Remnants of the hotel’s iron stairway can be seen.
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97. Easy Way Down 3rd class
98. Inferno 5.9 ∗
99. Voodoo Wall 5.9 A3
100. Knob Hill 5.7 ∗∗∗
101. Knob Heel Direct 5.9

102.
103.
104.
105.
106.

The Dangler 5.8
Afternoon Delight 5.4 ∗∗
Sunday Delight 5.6
Easy Way Down 4th class
Rediscovery 5.3

Inferno (#98) – Easy Way Down (#105)
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98. Inferno 5.9 ∗
Start: between the narrows and Womb at the Top. Start up the easy way down and then go right,
passing under an overhang, until you are beneath a very smooth-looking vertical wall. About
halfway up the cliff is a prominent smooth vertical corner, flanked by a large vertical wall on
the right. Start below this corner.
1. 35m Climb a large flake to a bolt (2004) by a small tree, continuing right and up the wall to a
pin, and then to a large ledge below a corner. Climb the corner (small stopper useful) to a small
ledge. This might be 5.10a since Joe Prokopiak pulled off a crucial flake. Continue up layback
cracks (large cams useful) to a belay ledge.
2. Exit left and down from the belay, then scramble up gully.
History: FA: Richard Dorling, Imre Michalik, Brian Cook, Maurice Tyler, June 11th 1966.
FFA: Eric Marshall, Sept 1970.
99. Voodoo Wall 5.9 A3
Start: as for Inferno.
1. 25m As for Inferno.
2. Aid one move right and nail a long, very thin crack to the top.
History: FA: Dave Lanman, John Abercrombie, May 1979.
Top-roped without aid (5.12) by Rob Chisnall, Oct 1982.
FWA: Dave Franklin and Adam Gibbs, with aid, Jan 29 1983
100. Knob Hill 5.7 ∗∗∗
Start: at a clearing in the trees, about 5m north of the narrows, beneath an obvious tree about
20m up. (Same start and first pitch as The Dangler, route 102)
1. 20m Start with difficulty from a jagged block and traverse right below an overhang. Continue
right on a large ledge and up a wall on good holds to a tree. Belay here or continue.
2. 25m From the belay, move left 2m and then up to the top of a small ledge. Move up 2m and
then left into a fault and up to a good tree. Continue up and left over pink rock to a vast belay
beneath an overhang.
3. 20m Traverse right 8m past a bolt (replacing several pitons, 2008) to a large corner on “the
edge of all things” (spectacular!). Continue up to a bolt (2001) by a small tree (optional belay
using bolt and gear), then straight up on good holds to the top of the vertical rock. Belay there
to maintain voice contact, or go up further, near the observation deck.
History: First two pitches: Tony Croft, Oct 1965.
Complete ascent: Richard Dorling, Bob Adams, Peter Keeble, June 5th 1966.
101. Knob Heel Direct 5.9
A variation finish to Knob Hill.
3(a). Step right and mantle up to a tree through very loose rock. Continue up and left until an
orange groove is reached. A few moves put you on a small ledge, up crack in corner to small
roof, move up and right to summit. Watch for rope drag at the crux at the top.
History: FA: Tom Gibson, Chris Rogers, Nov 1st 1981.
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102. The Dangler 5.8
Start: at a clearing in the trees, about 5m north of the narrows, beneath an obvious tree about
20m up. (Same start and first pitch as Knob Hill, route 100)
1. 20m Start with difficulty from a jagged block and traverse right below an overhang. Continue
right on a large ledge and up a wall on good holds to a tree.
2. 25m Climb above the tree to the right and up the wall to a large weakness running diagonally
left. Either go straight up to a prominent tree or descend spectacularly for 3m around the arête
(bad pins) and go up a wall to the tree (loose blocks).
3. 10m Follow the crack behind the tree to the top.
History: FA: Richard Dorling, Timothy Mepham, Oct 4th 1964.
FFA: Eric Marshall, Helmut Microys, late 60s / early 70s.
103. Afternoon Delight 5.4 ∗∗
A great climb for beginners. Avoid the poison ivy that grows in the bushes above the talus.
Start: 25m to the right of The Dangler, on a low angle slab hidden by large basswood trees.
1. 40m Climb the slab to a ledge with large spikes. Continue up the inside of the narrow ramp
past an overhang which is turned on the left. At the end of the ramp, climb a short easy wall
and belay, to minimize rope drag and communications problems. Scramble up an obvious trail
to the top.
History: FA: Richard Lamb (roped solo), Aug 1976, although it is possibly the route climbed
by Ken and Jeremy Hunt in 1975, called Steptoe and Son.
Later in August, Richard Lamb fell off a new route he was attempting, again roped solo,
between Vertigenous and Roller Bearings. He died as a result of his injuries in early September
1976.
104. Sunday Delight 5.6
Start: at the base of an obvious ramp 5m to the right of Afternoon Delight.
1. 30m Climb the ramp and corner to a bolt (2008) by a tree (don't sling the tree!), then continue
up and slightly left past a large tree to two belay bolts (2008) at the top. Avoid the loose rock
in the upper corner by staying well to the left.
History: FA: Roger Parsons, Jim Mark, Helmut Microys, Sept 1976. This is possibly the same
route as The Hitchhiker, climbed by Brian Kelly, Dave Wills and John Andrachuk in August
1969.
105. Easy Way Down 4th class
The gully to the south of Sunday Delight is dirty, steep and filled with poison ivy. Not
recommended.
Instead, go north on the cliff top trail, over the top of Knob Hill and past the park lookout.
After downclimbing the first small cliff band, turn sharp left and go towards the lake. Turn left
again on the trail leading to Easy Way Down #97.
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105.
106.
107.
108.

Easy Way Down 4th class
Rediscovery 5.3
Old Faithful 5.10 ∗∗
The Rose Tattoo 5.6

109.
110.
111.
112.
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Easy Way Down 4th class
What Frightens You 5.9 !
The Present Estate of Pompeii 5.9
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106. Rediscovery 5.3
Start: scramble up the gully just south of the narrows, until just before the rubble stops and
slabby rock begins.
1. 25m Climb straight up the right wall of the gully until forced right by overhangs. Leftward up
a broken up ramp on dark rock to a corner under an overhang with a very old rusty pin.
Traverse right past the cedar until you can walk left up a ramp to the top.
History: FRA: Paul and Ruth Golightly, Aug 1981.
107 Old Faithful 5.10 ∗∗
A good sustained pitch.
Start: midway between two prominent quartzite bands at the bottom of the gully.
1. 30m Climb up and right into a niche below an overhang. Step right onto a steep brown face.
Move right until it is possible to move up into a groove. Follow it for about 3m until it is
possible to make an awkward move right onto ledges past the crux bolt (replaced 2001). Climb
up and left over a steep wall past a second bolt (replaced 2001) to belay from rocks at the top.
History: FA: Michael Rosenberger, Helmut Microys, Aug. 1974.
FFA: Steve Adcock, Ron Halka, Aug 22nd 1982.
108. The Rose Tattoo 5.6
Start: between the narrows and Vertigenous, immediately to the right of a bushy area.
1. 15m Climb directly up the wall to a green bush. Belay above it, or if you have a 55m rope,
continue.
2. 35m Move right to an obvious left-facing corner that angles up and left, then go 10 meters
until it is possible to gain the wall on the right. Traverse right and climb the wall to a large
cedar (no slings on the tree!) near the summit. Exit easily above the cedar and head left up a
ramp to a belay amongst the rocks at the top.
1(a) With 55m or longer ropes, this route is frequently climbed in one pitch. Move up, angling
right to a pinm then continue up and traverse left to the bottom of the yellow left-facing
corner. Then follow pitch 2 to the top.
1(b) 5.8 Instead of traversing right, continue up the left-facing corner unitl it is possible to clip
the bolt on Old Faithful, to the left of the corner. A sequence of layback moves leads to a gear
belay by a large cedar (no slings!) at the top of Old Faithful.
History: FA: Margaret Rose, Richard Dorling, Aug 21st 1965.
109. Said And Done 5.9 !
Start: at the lowest point of the buttress to the right of the start of The Rose Tattoo.
1. Climb a leftward slanting crack for 3m Climb straight up following a groove system through
loose blocks, then across an open face until directly beneath a large left-slanting roof. Move
left and up to a good stance.
2. Go left on a wall 3m above the line of The Rose Tattoo, joining that climb at a small cedar
tree.
History: FA: Tom Gibson, Chris Rogers, Oct 31st 1981.
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110. Easy Way Down 4th class
A short clean slab separating the Rose Tattoo buttress from the Vertigenous buttress. Not
recommended for inexperienced climbers.
111. What Frightens You 5.9 !
Start: at the start of the slabs up the gully just left of The Present Estate Of Pompeii, where a
prominent crack splits the black roofs above.
1. 30m Make exciting moves over large roof; climb up to ledge. Traverse right 4m and climb
directly up a steep wall to a cedar tree.
History: FA: Rob Rohn, Tom Gibson, Oct 3rd 1981.

One of the permanent residents of the ACC cabin shouldn't be “what frightens you”.
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113.
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What Frightens You 5.9 !
The Present Estate of Pompeii 5.9
Double Crux Bypass 5.9 ∗
High Wind Over Jamaica 5.10

115.
116.
117.
118.
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Vertigenous 5.5 ∗∗∗
Vertigenous Direct 5.9
Sweet Addiction 5.10 c/d !!
I Don’t Know 5.7
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112. The Present Estate Of Pompeii 5.9
Start: about 10m left of High Wind Over Jamaica, just around the corner towards the descent
gully.
1. 5.7 Climb up bulges to a ledge with a small birch tree and old pins.
2. 5.9 Climb up a steep wall, then an overhanging traverse right until you are below a short leftfacing leaning corner. Tricky move up, then continue up past cedar trees.
3. Avoid much loose rock on the left by heading up and right to the belay bolts at the top of
Vertigenous.
History: FA: Rob Rohn, Tom Gibson, Oct 3rd 1981.
The old pins possibly date from a much earlier attempt by Leon Hawes, Peter Keeble and Pat
Boswell in June 1967. Helmut Microys and Ruth Lister also climbed the lower section, so that
Imre Michalik could take some movie footage. They did not attempt to climb higher.
113. Double Crux Bypass 5.9 ∗
Start: at a left sloping crack
1. 5.7 Climb up and slightly left on flakes, then move right onto a small ledge under a left-facing,
left-leaning corner. Climb the overhanging wall up and left on good holds. Continue upwards
to a ledge with a small birch tree and a pin.
2. 5.8 Move up and left to a pin. Step left and down, and move several meters left and upwards
following the natural weakness in the rock. Continue left for many meters until you are below
the left end of a large ledge, then climb up to this ledge.
3. 5.9 Move to the right-hand end of the ledge and climb up over several overhangs to a small
ledge below an obvious hand crack. Continue up through the crack in the steep wall to the top
(crux).
History: FA: Steve LaBell, Ruth Dunstan, Sept 1984. The first ascent party used pitch 1 of
The Present Estate of Pompei.
114. High Wind Over Jamaica 5.10
Start: 10m to the left of Vertigenous at a vertical crack left of a quartzite band.
1. 40m Climb the crack to a ledge. Move right and up to a large black block. From this block
continue up and right, mantling onto a stance beneath an overhanging headwall. Surmount this
and move right onto a ledge. Follow the short overhanging corner above to the second belay
ledge on Vertigenous.
2. Follow Vertigenous to the top.
History: FA: Rob Rohn, Tom Gibson, Sept 1979.
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115. Vertigenous 5.5 ∗∗∗
Start: below a large cedar tree situated on a ledge a third of the way up the cliff.
1. 25m Make some difficult moves up a left-slanting weakness. After 15m, climb more easily up
and then right to a ledge beside the large cedar tree.
2. 20m Climb the tree (gently) and up a steep wall. Follow the grain of the cliff up a ramp with
black cokey rock, past a bolt (piton replaced 2001) until it is possible to traverse 3m left to a
large stance. The start of the traverse is easy to miss. As an alternative to the ramp, the wall
above and right of the “steep wall” has good holds and pro, and leads leftwards to the traverse.
3. 20m Move left 1m and climb a short steep corner to a ledge with a bolt. Continue up the
crack and left of the cedars to the top. Belay at two bolt station.
History: FA: Brian Rothery ~1960. Long credited to John Turner, in 2004 an article by Kit
Moore about Sweet Dreams on the Section web site triggered a message by John, giving credit
to Brian.
116. Vertigenous Direct 5.9
Start: 3m to the right of the start of Vertigenous.
1. 5.9 Climb up more or less directly to the cedar tree belay on the standard route, keeping 2 –
3m right of that route. It is possible to escape into Vertigenous at several places. Loose blocks
in first half of pitch, creativity is needed in placing protection above.
2. 5.7 Follow the second pitch of Vertigenous until that route traverses left. Instead of
traversing, go straight up for 5m to a small ramp sloping left. Traverse left a short way to large
holds (some loose), mantle onto a ledge, then go straight up on good holds. Belay at two bolts
(2004) at the top.
History: FA pitch 1: Tom Valis, Rick Hooper, June 26th 1983
FA pitch 2: Pam Burns, July 21st 1979.
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116. Vertigenous Direct 5.9
117. Sweet Addiction 5.10 c/d !!
118. I Don’t Know 5.7

119. Roller Bearings 5.5
120. Venezuelan Beaver Cheese 5.9 !!
Sweet Addiction (#117) – Venezuelan Beaver Cheese (#120)
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117. Sweet Addiction 5.10c/d !!
Start: 30m to the right of Vertigenous, at a cluster of silver birch trees.
1. 45m Climb cracks on the arête to a small sapling (good protection). Make committing moves
up the face past two bolts. Move right at the second bolt to gain a ledge. Step right and follow
good holds up the face past two broken corners to a small cedar tree. Surmount a bulge and
climb straight up to the top.
History: FA: John Cotter, Dave Franklin, June 12th, 1988
118. I Don’t Know 5.7
Start: as for Roller Bearings.
1. 5.0 20m Climb the obvious easy ramp up to a big ledge.
2. 5.7 20m Climb the offwidth crack above the ledge to a cave. Traverse left to a small cedar,
then straight up to another small cedar and on up to the top.
2(a). Traverse left after the pin, making your way to the first cedar tree, and then follow the route
to the top.
2(b). Climb the crack and continue straight up to the top.
History: FRA: Steve Adcock, Ron Halka, Aug 22nd 1982.
FA pitch 2(a): John Cotter, Dave Franklin, June 11th, 1988.
FA pitch 2(b): Philip Low, Geraldine Low, David Buck, 1987.
119. Roller Bearings 5.5
Start: right of Vertigenous beneath some large overhangs. Scramble steeply up through
vegetation to the base of an obvious wide easy-angled left-sloping ramp.
1. 30m Follow the obvious brown band up the face to the right of the ramp, in a zig-zag fashion.
Pass the conspicuous loose block halfway up on the left.
History: FA: Helmut Microys, Eric Marshall, June 1965, while trying to climb Womb At The
Top. They were misdirected by somebody who supposedly knew where this route was – an
inauspicious start to a highly successful partnership!
120. Venezuelan Beaver Cheese 5.9 !!
Start: down past the Narrows, where the cliff touches the water. The start cannot be reached on
foot from the talus field.
1. Follow a curving crack up the slab, surmount a small overhang and move on up, following a
crack to the left, to a ledge with a tree. Continue on up a short wall to another ledge and tree
belay.
2. Follow the left-leaning ramp to the top.
History: FA: Dave Franklin, John Owen, July 1984.
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